
The Oyster Box is the Travel + Leisure 2020 World’s Best Resort Hotel in Africa.



All the reasons to love The Oyster Box

Considered a national treasure, South Africa’s most cherished hotel stands majestically on Umhlanga’s beachfront, overlooking the 
Indian Ocean and the iconic Umhlanga lighthouse. Discover timeless elegance, original artwork and a multitude of dining options including our 
famous Curries, High Tea and Oyster Bar, all served by a caring and passionate team. Indulge in the award-winning spa, while listening to the 

chatter of the monkeys and exotic birds in the tropical gardens.



Our location in KwaZulu-Natal 
Standing majestically on Umhlanga’s beachfront just 15 minutes from the airport, overlooking the 

Indian Ocean and the iconic lighthouse, we are South Africa’s most cherished hotel with a 
proud heritage since 1954



Be a part of the Oyster Box family

Our team is passionate about delivering exceptional service and generous hospitality, from legendary culinary journeys to thoughtful 
and unique turndown treats. Many of us are long-standing members of staff and all have played a part in The Oyster Box’s journey 

to become South Africa’s most cherished hotel. We (along with our resident cat Skabenga) look forward to creating a warm, 
personal and memorable experience when you stay with us.



Where the love story began

It all started over sixty years ago, when a beautiful young woman called Bea caught the eye of a distinguished young hotelier named 
Stanley, who was known for wearing a red carnation in his lapel. They shared their first dinner together at the famous Oyster Box Hotel, 
where Bea tried an oyster for the first time, and spat it out at the table. This must have left a lasting impression on Stanley, as they married in 

1954 and later started Red Carnation Hotels. In 2006, they purchased The Oyster Box and together they continued to build on the gen-
erous hospitality, service and values for which The Oyster Box was renowned for, and today is recognised as the very best Hotel in Africa.

 



Now meet the real owner of the Oyster Box  

Skabenga (which means hooligan or vagabond in Zulu), a Tabby cat, has been a permanent resident at The Oyster Box, 
for more years than anybody can remember. Having wandered onto the property as a stray, he was fed tasty, expensive titbits 
by guests and with life so good…who can blame him for never wanting to leave! Skabenga thoroughly enjoys the spoils that 

come with being the ‘Main Cat’ on the block!



Relax in our sumptious interiors





Enjoy Oysters & Champagne for breakfast

Every member is empowered to make a difference, offering considerate attention to detail, and a South African ‘Welkom’ as warm as 
our balmy weather. A favourite welcome drink on arrival, freshly-cut flowers in the suites, 

candlelit in-room dining overlooking your view, personalised gifts – all creating an experience that makes our guests feel truly valued.



The Curry Buffet in the Ocean Terrace Restaurant continues to attract fans from far and wide. Set in the casual, Mediterranean-inspired 
Ocean Terrace, with gorgeous views across the Indian Ocean, the impressive curry selection, of at least 11 curries daily, includes meat, 

fish and vegetarian options. Using delicate blends of spices and fresh herbs, our Executive chef Kevin Joseph creates the delicate flavours of
 the Singapore Fish Curry, using the freshest fish of the day, to the spicy, hot Beef Vindaloo and smooth-textured Butter Chicken. 

Vegetarian options delight as Bean and Botie sit side-by-side with Vegetable Korma and Sugar-Bean Curry. Each curry is a masterpiece in itself.

Meet the man behind our legendary curries





Inspired by its original architecture The Palm Court restaurant has become famous for its traditional high tea selection of pastries, savoury snacks 
and delicate cakes. Set in a spacious double volume courtyard  you can also enjoy a selection of teas including our local ‘Rooibos’ tea. 

Filled with light, lush palms and swaying mechanical fans you can catch up with friends while listening to a live pianist, surrounded by some 
 of our paintings by local artists that capture the vibrant culture of the Zulu people.

Marvel at the selection at our High Tea buffet





Try the freshest seafood in our Oyster Bar

Overlooking the rim flow pool and lush coastline, The Oyster Bar is a haven, in which to enjoy fresh seafood, freshly harvested oysters
from our own oyster beds, sushi prepared by our Sushi chef or enjoy a glass of chilled local wine of bubbly. The Oyster Bar also

has a sunken wine cellar with a glass ceiling, offering an incredible selection of local and international wines.
Private dining is also offered in the cellar for up to 10 guests.  



WINE CE;LLAR



Come and dine with Mr Hendry in The Grill Room

The Grill Room, with the adjoining Colony Restaurant, is famous in KwaZulu-Natal for 
serving freshly caught seafood and the finest curries. The restaurant offers a fine dining ex-
perience with uniquely crafted culinary offerings from Butter Poached Crayfish to Josper 
Grilled Fillet Béarnaise, as well as our signature Crepes Suzette prepared at your table. 
Mr Hendry has been part of The Oyster Box family for 32 years and has been hosting 

and serving guests and celebrities in The Grill Room nearly every night.



Read your newspaper with our antique clocks

Enjoy a quiet moment and read your newspaper or book in the elegant, masculine comfort of the 
Clock Library. Savour a fine whiskey or even our local Lager and marvel at our unique collections 

of nineteenth century timepieces crafted by watch-makers from around the world. The elegant simplicity 
and fine engineering of hand made clocks pay homage to our fascination with accurate  

time-keeping and lunar orientation.



Try an Umhlanga schling or two?

Our iconic lighthouse is one of our oldest neighbours  and 
our rooftop bar gives you a unique opportunity to 

enjoy a sundowner with breathtaking views of the ocean 
and the landmark beacon. The Lighthouse Bar is ideal 

for unwinding with exotic cocktails such as our 
signature ‘Umhlanga Schling’ or enjoy a light meal 

whilst listening to background music 
or watching sport.





Light a cigar with a pedigree

Occupying the same spot for over 50 years, the Chukka Bar is brimming over with old world charm, character and memories. 
Filled with Polo memorabilia, an intimate bar and comfortable lounging area, the Chukka Bar is a firm favourite with locals.

Guests can enjoy an excellent selection of cigars, whiskies and specialist beers in comfort.



Enjoy warm African hospitality from our Garden Villas...

Enjoy the sounds of the tropics in our garden suites. Set in the lush surroundings of the hotel gardens these charming villas offer the luxury of a pri-
vate plunge pool, relaxing terrace, private lounge and bar, and an opulent bathroom. If guests wish, these villas can be converted 

into a 2-bedroomed villa simply by reserving one of the Garden Villa Lofts.







...to our luxurious Sea-Facing suites

With 86 luxurious rooms, suites and villas to choose from, The Oyster Box meets the individual needs of every visitor. Whether you’re travelling 
for business or leisure, a family group or solo, each room is superbly designed to provide the utmost comfort and style at your home away from 

home. Enjoying magnificent views of the Indian Ocean, individually decorated Sea-Facing Suites offer the space and comfort of a luxurious bed-
room with a stylishly decorated separate lounge area.





Indulge and relax in our luxurious Spa

For those guests who seek the ultimate in pampering, The Oyster Box’s unique spa is 
exquisitely designed to spoil, soothe and restore your mind, body and soul. There are six 
treatment rooms: two offer space for couple’s treatments, four with sensational showers 

and two with Hydrotherapy baths. One treatment room offers a height adjusting 
treatment bed, lift access to the spa and wheelchair access to showers. The Spa  also 

boasts a traditional Hammam, with geniune Turkish tiles, providing an oasis of calm and 
offering a variety of treatments, some based on ancient cleansing rituals.





An idyllic beach location with breathtaking views…five-star facilities and service…is the perfect recipe for one of the most important days of your 
life and just what you can expect if you have your wedding at The Oyster Box. Our reputation locally and internationally as the place for all of 

those important occasions…proposals, engagements and of course, weddings...is legendary.

Let your love shine through on your special day



engagement



Have a Date Night with your loved one 



Feel the sand in your toes and the seaspray on your face

Our sunny skies, warm water and balmy weather draws everyone to the famous golden beaches of the east coast.
Children between the ages of four and 12 years have access to the supervised Holiday Club during their stay. The children’s 

Playroom offers a range of games, activities and facilities, including use of the X-Box, Play Station, DVD’s and a selection of board games.
Other vacation activities include story-telling, face painting, art and craft activities, pizza-making and movie screenings. 

For mom and dad, an outsourced  babysitting service is offered by the hotel so that you can enjoy some ‘adult time’ during your stay.



We care about our beaches

At The Oyster Box, we are committed to our community and to supporting local charities such as the Amy Biehl Foundation, 
Pack for a Purpose and WE Charity. We are proud to make a donation to Rhinos Without Borders for every key card returned 

to reception, and we encourage our guests to participate in beach clean-ups by offering a complimentary drink for every 
bucket of rubbish collected.



Our Property at a Glance  
Rooms & Suites

• 86 deluxe guest rooms and suites
• B | AFRICA signature amenities

Guest Services
• 24-hour room service

• 24-hour concierge service 
• Ocean and garden pools

• Spa and fitness centre
• Kids holiday club
• 24-seater cinema

Location
• Directly on the beachfront at Umhlanga Rocks

• Easy access to King Shaka International Airport
• A short drive to the Drakensberg Mountains

l
 Groups & Events

• Five private meeting rooms and event spaces 
for up to 200 people

• Bespoke events tailored to your needs
• Weddings

Restaurants & Bars
• The Grill Room - 70 years of fine dining

• The Ocean Terrace - incredible ocean views
• The Palm Court - High Tea in lush surroundings
• The Oyster Bar - seafood, sushi and cocktails
• The Lighthouse Bar - sport and sundowners

• The Chukka Bar - old world charm
• The Chef’s Table - extraordinary private dining

2 Lighthouse Road, Umhlanga Rocks 4320 KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa +27 (0) 31 514 5000 | reservations@oysterbox.co.za


