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The Travel Gurus You Should Use to Plan Your Next Trip 
 

Go ahead, call them. 
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The hotels in our guide to the best new hotels in the world were nominated and vetted by this global roundtable of 34 global travel gurus— 

whose day job is to design the best itineraries out there. Go ahead and call them next time you need help planning a trip. You won't regret it. 

 
MAITA BARRENECHEA, Mai10 

Exceptional trips in Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay. 

MAITA@MAI10.COM.AR, 011-54-11-4314-3390 

 
CHERRI BRIGGS, ExploreInc. 

Conservation-minded safaris in southern Africa. 

CHERRI@EXPLOREAFRICA.NET,   970-871-0065 

 
JULIE BYRD, Cabo Villas 

Insider know-how on100-plus villas and resorts in Cabo. 

JULIE@CABOVILLAS.COM,   831-768-8037 

 

MIGUEL CUNAT, Sri Lankain Style  

Island itineraries based on deep local experience.  

MIGUEL@SRILANKAINSTYLE.COM, 011-94-772-396-666 
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KATE DOTY, GeoEx 

Excels at logistics in the most remote places in the world, especially in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. 

KATE@GEOEX.COM,  800-777-8183 

 
BERTIE DYER, India Beat 

Expertly curated luxury holidays all over the subcontinent. 

BERTIE@INDIABEAT.CO.UK,  011-91-141-651-9797 

 
LINDSEY EPPERLY, Epperly Travel 

A boutique agency specializing in custom vacations around the globe. 

LINDSEY@EPPERLYTRAVEL.COM,   404-348-0270 

 
JONATHAN EPSTEIN, Celebrated Experiences 

Bespoke England, Ireland, and Scotland. 

JONATHAN@CELEBRATEDEXPERIENCES.COM,    404-812-9298 
 
 

JACK S. EZON, Ovation Vacations 

Destination celebrations and Gen X and Gen Y travel the world over. 

JEZON@OVATIONTRAVEL.COM,    212-329-7350 

 
MARTIN FRANKENBERG, Matueté 

Specializing in bespoke itineraries throughout Brazil; pulls out all the stops for luxury Amazon cruises. 

MARTIN@MATUETE.COM,   011-55-11-3071-4515 

 
PIERRE GEDEON, Nica Adventures 

Itineraries through Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. 

PGEDEON67@GMAIL.COM, 011-506-6016-8798 

 
EDWARD GIBBONS, About Asia 

Cambodia and Laos for insiders; can do Angkor Wat without the crowds. 

E.GIBBONS@ABOUTASIATRAVEL.COM,   011-855-63-760-190 

 
SCOTT GILMAN, Japan-Quest Journeys 

Custom-tailored trips that take you below the surface of Japan. 

SCOTT@JAPANQUESTJOURNEYS.COM,  202-455-0095 

 
PHILIP HASLETT, Kairos Travel 

Delightfully behind-the-scenes travel in Provence and the French Riviera. PHILIP@KAIROS-

TRAVEL.COM,    011-33-981-482-424 

 
GINGER HILL, Heritage Tours 

Custom-designed trips to southern and East Africa. 

GINGER@HTPRIVATETRAVEL.COM, 800-378-4555 (EXT. 105) 
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VIRGINIA IRURITA, Made for Spain and Portugal 

Varied itineraries throughout the Iberian peninsula, with wine a passion. 

VIRGINIA@MADEFORSPAINANDPORTUGAL.COM, 011-34-914-487-275 

 
PAUL IRVINE AND THOMASROBINSON, Dehouche 

Robinson is especially knowledgeable about Peru and a big nature fan—the Peruvian Amazon, the Brazilian Pantanal. Irvine’s first love is Brazil, 

for which he comes up with complex, multistop itineraries. 

THOMAS.ROBINSON@DEHOUCHE.COM,   PAUL.IRVINE@DEHOUCHE.COM, 

800-690-6899 

 
DANI AND JAY JOHNSON, Coastline Travel Advisors 

Offering what they call “AWE” (Adventure, Wonder, and Explorer) experiences in California and the Hawaiian islands. 

DANI@COASTLINETRAVEL.COM,    714-621-1040 

 
MELISSA M. LADVALA, Revealed America 

The great outdoors, especially the northern Rockies. 

MELISSA@REVEALEDAMERICA.COM, 866-686-2106 (EXT. 106) 

 
MARIA GABRIELLA LANDERS, CIU Travel 

Imaginative Italian itineraries focused on gastronomy, art, architecture, antiquities, and history. 

MARIAGABRIELLA@CIUTRAVEL.COM,    212-769-4767 

 
SARAH LATROUS, Kairos Travel 

The master on Paris and Bordeaux. 

SARAH@KAIROS-TRAVEL.COM,   011-33-643-070-557 
 
 

DAVID LEE, Cultural Cuba 

SeamlessCuba-wide trips that deliver real insights into culture and history. 

INFO@CULTURALCUBA.COM, 312-404-1706 

 
JAMIE MAXNER, Heritage Tours 

Specializes in Israel and Jordan. 

JAMIE@HTPRIVATETRAVEL.COM,  800-378-4555  (EXT.  116) 
 
 

ANTONIA NEUBAUER, Myths and Mountains 

There is nothing she cannot organize in Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar. 

TONI@MYTHSANDMOUNTAINS.COM,    800-670-6984 

 
ZACHARY RABINOR, Journey Mexico 

Specialist in active luxury getaways in Mexico for families, business groups, and VIPs. 

ZACH@JOURNEYMEXICO.COM, 800-513-1587 

 
STUART RIGG, Southern Crossings 

Australia expert; prides himself on “out of this world” experiences—urban, gastronomic, and big nature. 

AUSDESIGN@SOUTHERN-CROSSINGS.COM,   011-61-2-9657-2088 

 
ANDREA ROSS AND APRILCOLE, Journeys Within 

Southeast Asia, with a special focus on family travel, beaches, islands, and voluntourism. ANDREA@JOURNEYS-

WITHIN.COM, APRIL@JOURNEYS-WITHIN.COM, 877-454-3672 
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JILL TAYLOR, Jet Set World Travel 

Elaborate, bespoke trips worldwide; especially good on Europe. 

JILL@JETSETWORLDTRAVEL.COM, 312-574-1182 

 
LINDSEY WALLACE, Linara Travel 

The man to go to for luxury resort travel, especially in the Maldives and Seychelles. 

LINDSEY@LINARATRAVEL.COM, 800-335-6033 

 
PHOEBE WEINBERG, Greatways Travel 

A generalist with a special knack for America’s most luxe lodges. 

PHOEBE@GREATWAYSTRAVEL.COM,  313-886-4710 

 
MEI ZHANG, WildChina 

Opens exclusive doors to authentic Chinese culture and her homeland’s hidden gems. 

MEI.ZHANG@WILDCHINA.COM, 888-902-8808 

 
This story appears in the June/July 2018 issue of Town & Country. 
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