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Vivid Sydney transforms the city into a spectacle of lights from May 25th - June 16th. Photo: Robyn Jay

 
Dear Friends,
 
Happy New Year! As we turn our calendars ahead, it’s an opportune time to make travel
resolutions for the coming months – so many seasons, so many weeks to fill and so many
chances to explore our world.
 
What better way to fully experience a new destination than to visit during a local festival,
whether it’s colorful Holi in India or a lively country music gathering in Australia? The more
unknown the traditions, the better – it’s a time to immerse oneself in unfamiliar cultures,
cuisines and customs and come away a savvier global citizen.
 
We’ve asked our DMCs to share with us some of their favorite local festivals throughout the
year in the hopes that one or more will coincide with your clients’ 2018 travel plans. Most of
these are annual, so feel free to look ahead to 2019. 
 
As always, they have their ear to the ground for off-the-grid experiences and destinations,
utilizing their local experts to ensure your clients’ peace of mind and authentic memories. For
information on the DMCs listed here, and any of our other partners, please email us. We love to
hear from you. Again, best wishes for a travel-rich 2018!
 
. 
Fondly,
 

 
 
vip@r-recommends.com
 
 
 
 

Tweet Share this Page:    Like 0 ShareShare

mailto:vip@r-recommends.com
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.icontact-archive.com%2Ff3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP%3Fw%3D3&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Fabulous%20Festivals%20Around%20the%20World&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ficont.ac%2F3XFuX&via=RebRecommends
https://www.icontact.com/
javascript:void(0);


1/17/2018 www.icontact-archive.com/f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP?w=3

http://www.icontact-archive.com/f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP?w=3 2/8

 

The beautiful Shinju Matsuri Festival of the Pearl is a celebration of the Japanese, Chinese, Malaysian and
Aboriginal cultures that have shaped the pearling town of Broome. Photo: Shinju Matsuri.

 

Southern Crossings: Keeping Things Lively in Australia 
It’s no secret Australians love to party, and Southern Crossings Australia can recommend a
festival practically every week of the year, from food and wine, to sport, culture, music and
more. From world’s-best to world’s-only, there’s something for everyone. Curated “What’s On
Guides” are provided to all Southern Crossings clients at the time of booking, enabling clients
to find the fun best suited to their interests.
 
Looking ahead, one might plan to welcome 2019 at the annual Festival of Sydney, taking place
in January each year – it’s a three-week colorful cultural celebration of contemporary and
classical music, dance, circus arts, drama and visual arts from local and international artists.
Also in January, the Tamworth Country Music Festival is the continent’s largest music
celebration, attracting some of the genre’s biggest names.
 
Sydney’s annual Mardi Gras kicks off February 16, 2018 with a program of concerts,
performances, parties and market days – it all culminates in the one of the world’s largest and
most colorful LBGTQI parades on March 2. March is also the time for WOMADelaide, held
March 9-12, an open-air festival celebrating the world of music, art and dance in Adelaide’s
beautiful botanical gardens.
 
Have yourself a good ol’ belly laugh at the Melbourne International Comedy Festival (March
28 – April 22 in venues across Melbourne). Or gear up for some real foot-tappin’ fun at the
Byron Bay Blues Fest (March 29 – April 2), Australia’s premier contemporary blues and roots
festival with more than 200 performances by talent from across the globe, including Led
Zeppelin’s Robert Plant, Morcheeba and Lionel Richie, as well as home-grown artists, such as
the John Butler Trio and Tash Sultana. During VIVID, Sydney’s ever-popular annual outdoor
light festival, held May 25 – June 26, the sails of the Opera House become screens for a
fabulous light show.
 
Meanwhile, during the Winter Solstice in Tasmania, Dark MOFO (June 15 – 24, 2018),
curated by the team at Museum of Old and New Art (MONA), celebrates the dark through
music, art, film, food, fire and a great winter feast. The colorful Cairns Indigenous Art
Festival (July 13-15) provides an opportunity to meet the artists and hear their stories behind
the art. 
 

Tweet Share this Page:    

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP&w=3&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fsouthern-crossings.com%2Fnews%2Faustralia
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.icontact-archive.com%2Ff3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP%3Fw%3D3&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Fabulous%20Festivals%20Around%20the%20World&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ficont.ac%2F3XFuX&via=RebRecommends
https://www.icontact.com/


1/17/2018 www.icontact-archive.com/f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP?w=3

http://www.icontact-archive.com/f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP?w=3 3/8

The festivities continue in Queensland with Noosa Alive (July 20 - 29), celebrating music,
theater, food and thought; the Australian Festival of Chamber Music (July 27 – August 4) in
Townsville and surroundings), including a spectacular concert on the beach at Orpheus Island;
and the Audi Hamilton Island Race week (August 18 - 25), as colorful and entertaining on
land as it is competitive on the high seas.  
 
At Australia’s red center, the Desert Festival (August – September, Alice Springs) presents a
series of concerts, workshops and events, including the famous Henley on Todd regatta where
crews run their boats along the hot sands of a dry river bed … an event which in 1993 had to be
canceled because the river actually had water in it! In Broome, the beautiful Shinju Matsuri
Festival of the Pearl (August 25 – September 2) is a celebration of the Japanese, Chinese,
Malaysian and Aboriginal cultures that have shaped the pearling town of Broome with parades,
film, art, music, food and the stunning floating lanterns.
 
The Sydney Running Festival (September 16) includes events such as the Sydney Marathon
and Half Marathon, the Blackmores Bridge Run and a family fun run over the Sydney Harbour
Bridge. The Spring Racing Carnival (September - November), Australia’s thoroughbred
horse-racing series is equally colourful with Australians taking their fashions on the field
seriously, particularly for the Melbourne Cup (November 6, 2018) – the race that stops the
nation.
 
Come December, Christmas comes early with a month-long series of concerts, lights and
festive activities throughout Sydney, followed shortly thereafter by one of the biggest New
Year’s Eve celebrations on the planet, on and around Sydney Harbour. 
 
Meanwhile, the Taste of Tasmania (usually around 28 Dec-3 January), showcasing Tasmania’s
most delicious produce and tipples, welcomes the Sydney to Hobart yacht race at the finish line
– and another new year of festivals begins.
 
 

Havelock Mussel and Seafood Festival is an ocean of food and family fun. Photo: Havelock Seafood Festival. 

Southern Crossings New Zealand:
Fall Foliage in Historic Arrowtown

 
Yes, there are many interesting Maori festivals, but Southern Crossings New Zealand has their
finger on the pulse of the lesser-known festivals taking places in the North and South Islands’
smaller towns and remote scenic locations. The small fishing village of Havelock, for instance,
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made international headlines in 1999 when it was rumored that an extract from the local
delicacy – green-lipped mussels – could help cure cancer.
 
Patients and researchers from around the world descended on Havelock and while the theory
was sadly disproved, interest in the locally farmed mussels never ceased and the Havelock
Mussel and Seafood Festival was born.
 
Today’s festival-goers groove to local reggae heavyweights, The Black Seeds, while gorging on
everything from almond-crusted tandoor salmon to the perennially favorite grilled greenshill
mussels with garlic butter – all washed down with a glass of world-famous Marlborough
Sauvignon Blanc (or perhaps a Guinness, as the festival is held on St. Patrick’s Day!). 
 
Gorgeous Arrowtown is already a traveler favorite, with its main street lined with beautifully
preserved historic buildings harking back to the 1861 Otago Gold Rush. But it’s gold of a
different type that now attracts visitors each April.
 
Shadowing the shist stone stores and adorable workers’ cottages are massive trees of oak, elm
and poplar – they also grow wildly on the hillsides surrounding town and are the star attraction
of the 30-year-old Arrowtown Autumn Festival, a celebration of the riotous yellows, burnt
oranges and rich reds that explode from the tree branches. Highlights of this festival of history
include sheep runs, wheelbarrow racing, rubber-duck racing and the opportunity to strike it rich
at the New Zealand Gold Panning Championships. 
 
 

Holi, the festival of colors, is the most popular of all the Indian festivals. Photo: Creative Commons.
 

Ventours: From Kite Competitions to Colorful Holi 
 
Makar Sankranti, a sweet harvest festival held each year on January 14th, is one of Ventours'
favorites.  There are a host of colorful kites as one looks skyward, and in various areas of the
cities, especially Rajasthan and Gujarat, kite-fliers engage in friendly competition. Sweets made
from jaggery and sesame seeds are distributed among families and friends. 
 
Gaining in popularity, but with no religious significance, is the World Sufi Spirit Festival, held
each year in February in Nagaur, a charming fortress and town two hours from Jodhpur. The
festival then moves on to Jodhpur for a couple more days and its majestic Meherangarh Fort.
Sufi artists from Algeria, Morocco, Turkey and the local villages are invited to perform at the
festival. 
 

Tweet Share this Page:    

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP&w=3&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ventours.com
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.icontact-archive.com%2Ff3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP%3Fw%3D3&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Fabulous%20Festivals%20Around%20the%20World&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ficont.ac%2F3XFuX&via=RebRecommends
https://www.icontact.com/


1/17/2018 www.icontact-archive.com/f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP?w=3

http://www.icontact-archive.com/f3psQwNUMAqw7xFhsaic4JWbanEVgTWP?w=3 5/8

More well known are Holi in March, a raucous festival of colors; Diwali, the Hindu festival of
lights; and the Pushkar Camel Fair during the pilgrimage season to Pushkar Lake, with
cultural events and competitions to enjoy. 
 
 

Hanal Pixán is the Maya name given to the Day of the Dead celebrations. Photo: Javier Ruiz of Catherwood Travels. 

 

Year-Round Festivities in the Yucatán
 with Catherwood Travels & Private Haciendas

 
Catherwood Travels and Private Haciendas tells us the party gets started early in Mérida, when
hundreds of troubadours sing Las Mañanitas (Happy Birthday) to the city on January 6th, The
festivities last the whole month through, with numerous art- and culture-based events. This is
also Día de Reyes (Kings Day), or Epiphany, in the church calendar, commemorating the three
kings’ visit to baby Jesus. Revelers often partake of Rosca de Reyes, a sweet bread with
figurines of the infant hidden inside it. 
 
May brings Fiesta Patronal at Mayapan, near the pre-Columbian Maya archaeological site of
the same name – it’s a celebration marked by masses, pilgrimages, popular dances and open-air
festivities. Back to Merida in August, there’s Fiesta de los Barrios in the neighborhoods of
Santiago and San Sebastian. Multitudes of activities take place in local plazas and parks and
altogether it’s one of the most representative celebrations of Merida.
 
In September, the San Roman Fair, attracting more than 50,000 people, takes place in
Campeche. The Black Christ (an ebony image manufactured in Italy and delivered in September
of 1965) from the local church is lowered from the altar to get it closer to the parishioners who
then kiss its feet in return for a blessing. Several joyful pilgrimages flood the neighborhood
while a fair with mechanical games and festivities takes place nearby. 
 
Maya people remember those beloved ones who have left for the eternal journey during Hanal
Pixán ("food for the souls" in the Maya language) in October. It is believed that the departed
souls get permission to visit their family members from October 31st to November 2nd. And in
November, the Maya Riviera Jazz Festival takes place in Playa del Carmen, a party of open-
air concerts and a long list of renowned artists. 
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Taking place in Edinburgh each August, the Fringe Festival is the U.K.'s biggest festival celebrating arts and
culture. Photo: Edinburgh Festival Fringe.

 

OTUK's Top Festivals 
Celebrating the Arts, Food and Music 

 
Whether they are set among beautiful country landscapes or right in the heart of its cities, the
festivals of Britain are done extremely well. Original Travel UK shared some of their favorites
in several categories. First, Edinburgh Festival Fringe is the world's largest arts festival,
spanning the entire month of August with diverse and slightly crazy performances of theater,
comedy, dance, circus cabaret and children’s performances across the city center. 
 
The Oxford Literary Festival, which normally takes place in April, is an intellectual's dream.
Held in the splendid surroundings of Christ Church, the speakers are highbrow authors and one
certainly comes away feeling smug. If in Dublin in June, take part in Bloomsday, a literary
festival that celebrates June 16th as depicted in James Joyce’s "Ulysses." Many people wear a
straw boater hat in a nod to the characters as they listen to readings, performances and re-
enactments at the James Joyce Centre in the heart of the city. 
 
Moving on to food, the Spirit of Speyside Whisky festival in Scotland celebrates the native
spirit May 3 – 7 with exclusive tours, tutored tastings, auctions, and fine dinners in a rich
program that takes in the best of Scottish produce and hospitality. Taste of London will be held
in Regent’s Park June 13 – 17,  and is the ultimate celebration of all things gastro, showcasing
some of the capital’s best restaurants, top chefs and leading foodie brands. T. Kinsale, known as
one of the gastronomic capitals of Ireland, has an annual Gourmet Festival in October,
organized by The Kinsale Good Food Circle. 
 
As for music, Glastonbury is one of the world’s most iconic music events. Though not for the
faint of heart, there are now many luxury camping options and VIP tickets so one can enjoy the
buzzing atmosphere without having to lug a rollmat or untangle any tent pegs. The festival isn’t
on in 2018, but it is so popular it is worth thinking about 2019 plans now. 
 
Other music festivals worth a mention are Latitude (July 12 – 15), set in the Suffolk
countryside, which also hosts theater, poetry and talks, and Wilderness (August 2 – 5), which
was made for “glampers,” with a spa, yoga school, talks from the Tate and fine-dining
experiences. 
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Mondial Air Balloon Festival in the Lorraine takes place over ten days in July.  Photo: Creative Commons.  

 

The Most Famous Festivals in France
 
With its diverse landscape – from sexy beach to storybook village to cosmopolitan cities –
France piques our traveler’s curiosity in so many ways. Decouvertes has put together a
comprehensive guide of the country’s many festivals and important events, each showcasing a
particular region or hallmark of their beloved nation. This is the real France, beyond the run-of-
the-mill experiences and instead a chance to mingle with the locals and celebrate good food and
wine, fashion, music and more. 
 
Perhaps one of France’s most famous and popular festivals is the Nice Carnival – taking place
this year from February 17 – March 3. Traditional flower parades feature flower-bedecked
floats and extravagant costumes reflective of each year’s theme. All told, there are six carnival
parades – both daytime and nighttime – that comprise 17 floats and more than a thousand
dances and magicians from around the world. 
 
Where else in the world can one attend La Fête du Citron® (Lemon Festival), taking place
February to March 2018. This one-of-a-kind event attracts 240,000 visitors annually and boasts
a procession of floats, lights and giant designs to create an unforgettable fantasy world. Venture
into the Biovès Garden to view the dazzling (and strange) creatures of light carefully
constructed with the golden lemon – it’s an altogether magical and mystifying ambience, not to
mention incredibly unique. 
 
July brings Lorraine Mondial Air Balloons, ten dreamy days during which 300 to 400 hot air
balloons rise above the airfield. Back in Nice, music-lovers flock to the Jazz Festival –
historically the first jazz festival in the world. Over the years, many artists, such as Lionel
Hampton, Dizzy Gillespie, Ray Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Helen Humes, Herbie Hancock and
Miles Davis, regularly appeared at the festival. Today the emphasis is on world music and pop
with an eclectic mix of traditional and modern sounds. Oenophiles will want to make time for
the annual Beaujolais Nouveau release, every third Thursday of November – the only popular
international celebration dedicated to wine. 
 
Every month, every week, every day, there’s a festival in some corner of the world celebrating
cultures and customs – our DMCs can offer suggestions to make your clients’ travels authentic,
personal and fun-filled.
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rebecca-recommends.com
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