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Psssst....We Have a Few Secrets To Share
 

 
Dear Friends,
 
As luxury travel has evolved in recent years, it has become clear that travelers are seeking
authentic experiences. It’s no longer a goal to simply check off all the countries on one’s bucket
list – instead, there is an increasing focus on genuine interactions, immersion in different
cultures and supporting the local community. 
 
Each of our Rebecca Recommends clients has been carefully chosen because they, too, value
personal interactions and offer very real and unique experiences. The result is an eclectic mix of
luxury hotel, residences and services from the UK and around the world that honor good service
and instill enthusiasm for new and unknown destinations. 
 
We share with you here – consider our holiday gift to you! – some of our partners’ special
“secrets,” little gems of insight into experiences and must-do activities your clients should not
miss. We know how vital excellent service is to our craft and it is these little touches that can
make all the difference to your clients’ travels – and keep them coming back for more. 
 
We also want to take this opportunity to extend our warmest holiday wishes to you and yours,
and to offer our heartfelt gratitude for the chance to work with those who value world
citizenship through travel as much as we do. May this festive season and the new year ahead
bring you peace and the promise of many journeys to come. 

As always, the Rebecca Recommends team are
delighted to assist you with our portfolio of clients
in any way. We always love to hear from you.
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Fondly,
 
 

 
 
vip@r-recommends.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Relax While Your Footman Prepares Cocktails
in The Goring's Belgravia Suite 

 
Guests of The Goring’s Belgravia Suites are treated to a little extra pomp and
circumstance. At cocktail time each evening, a dedicated footman is on hand to serve in-suite
complimentary cocktails to be enjoyed in the guests’ own elegant sitting room, with its
handsome marble fireplace and views of leafy Beeston Place. Additional Belgravia Suite treats
include champagne upon arrival, full English or continental breakfast, unlimited WiFi and
more.
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Curtain Bluff's Owner Hosts 
Weekly Cocktail Party in Her Home 

 
Yes, most upscale resorts have manager's cocktail parties but Curtain Bluff, the luxury
everything-included Antiguan resort, goes further. Its Wednesday night cocktail party is always
hosted by the owner, the ever-gracious and-attentive Chelle Hulford, in her own home. And
what a home it is! Perched at the tip of the bluff (promontory) that gives the resort its name,
Bluff House's broad balconies look out over the sea in three directions, like the prow of a ship.
 
Every Wednesday evening, guests wander up to the party (Chelle greets everyone at the door)
and mill around on the spacious verandahs, sipping cocktails and making new friends, nibbling
hors d'oeuvres, talking about the day’s round-robin tennis tournament and watching the sunset
color the sky.
 
 

The Rich and Varied Bird Life
of Wild Coast Tented Lodge Yala 

 
The luxurious Wild Coast Tented Lodge is a new safari camp sitting on the edge of Yala
National Park, a leopard hot spot in southeastern Sri Lanka. One surprise is how much
other wildlife there is, including elephants, sloth bears and golden jackels. But the true secret is
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the amazing wealth of exotic birdlife. Found year-round, the richly colored green bee-eaters
have a habit of returning to the same branch several times, making them an excellent photo
subject. For a bird of more size, keep an eye out for blue-tail bee-eaters and chestnut-headed
bee-eaters.

Keep gazing skyward and you’ll likely see grey-headed fish eagles, white-bellied sea eagles (Sri
Lanka’s largest raptor), crested serpent eagles, brown fish owls (or “Old Man of the Woods”),
shikra and all manner of water birds, including painted storks and the black-headed Ibis. While
those rosetted felines are certainly the park’s star attraction, the variety of bird species certainly
gives them a run for their money.
 

Blanket Bay's Spectacular New 4-Bedroom Villa Opens
 

Blanket Bay welcomed the first guests to its four-bedroom villa this week, and they were
thunderstruck by the magnificence and beauty. Families and friends enjoy an unparalleled level
of comfort, convenience and seclusion at the villa, and can be fully supported by the lodge’s
exceptional food, wine and activities, or choose to look after themselves.
 
Each suite is complete with stone fireplace, luxurious sofas and decadent bathroom. A grand
central atrium sets the scene for socializing and shared relaxing. The villa incorporates discreet
security and butler accommodation, and Blanket Bay’s culinary team can staff the kitchen to
provide sublime cuisine experiences at any time of the day. The food for family-style dining
experiences, simply prepared and beautifully presented, and often a welcome change from an
itinerary packed with rich food and gastronomic menus.
 
Think fresh salads, hearty raviolis, succulent leg of lamb, juicy oysters – all served in a low-
key, welcoming manner in an incredible setting of local wood and stone, with huge windows
framing Lake Wakatipu and the Southern Alps. It's just forty minutes from Queenstown – ten
minutes by helicopter.
 
 

Tour New Zealand's Top Foodie Destinations
with a World-Class Cheese Expert

Beyond New Zealand’s jaw-dropping
natural beauty– and drawing from the
bounty of that same spectacular landscape
– the country’s exceptional culinary and
viticultural experiences are not to be
overshadowed. 
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Southern Crossings New Zealand has
insider connections to the country’s 
most inspirational chefs, including Juliet
Harbutt, an award-winning food writer
and world cheese expert.  
 
Harbutt will take your clients to visit
cheesemakers for tastings and educate
them on the countless ways to love and 
understand all things cheese. 
 
Then, it’s on to meet the region’s top
winemakers in Hawke’s Bay before
stopping by local produce outlets to pick
up ingredients for lunch. Your chef?
Why, Juliet herself creates the perfect
menu in her own home overlooking the
picturesque Black Barn Vineyards.
Divine and delectable.
                                                            
 

 

Photo: Rosie English, @rosiebondi  

Photograph Bondi Beach at Sunrise
with Southern Crossings Australia 

 
Early risers will earn bragging rights after this three-hour sunrise tour along Sydney’s
spectacular Bondi to Bronte coastline walk in the engaging company of award-winning local
photographer Rosie English (see @rosiebondi on Instagram), arranged by Southern Crossings.
 
Not only does the walk provide a true snapshot of Sydney's lifestyle – as locals head out on a
morning stroll, a surf before work or a coffee at a beachside café – but visitors will also be
treated to some of the city’s most stunning coastal scenery, from local beaches to stunning
headlands, as the sun slowly climbs out of the Pacific Ocean.
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Rosie will help budding photographers snap those perfect holiday photos and even provide
them with a collection of professional photo files to take home some stunning portraits and
landscape mementos of a memorable morning in Sydney.
 
 

 

Swim in Catherwood Travels' Private Cenotes
 
 Most advisors don’t realize it, but
luxury destination management
company Catherwood Travels and 
Private Haciendas on the Yucatán
Peninsula are the fortunate owners
of their own private cenotes, natural
swimming holes formed by the collapse
of porous limestone bedrock.
 
What a coup to send your clients to a
historic hacienda and crown the visit
with a snorkeling or diving expedition
in a hidden cenote!
 
Catherwood offers their guests access
to the Yucatán's most private cenotes,
taking them below the surface to explore
the hidden depths of these remarkable
formations.
 
There are four in all: Chichi de los
Lagos and Cuzumal within the private
villas; and Xocempich and Xchen in
their jungle properties.
 
Ask about diving expeditions with
underground archaeologist Guillermo de
Anda, the first Mexican to be named a
National Geographic Explorer. 
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Photo: Kaudia Estate

Ventours Can Arrange a Private Himalayan Hideaway in India
The “in” on India – straight from the experts at Ventours – is incredible Kaudia Estate in
Kanatal, Uttarkhand. Guests may stay in one of three beautiful villas on the edge of a four-acre
plot of land that offers a 360-degree view of the Himalayas. The villas are open October to
December and February to April.
 
This mountaintop getaway is only available through Ventours and boasts a variety of activities,
amazing food and excellent service.  It's just a two-and-a-half-hour drive from the Dehradun
airport, and there are direct flights here from most major cities in India.
 
 

Keep Connected in France with Decouvertes'
Unlimited Hotspot & Personal Assistant Device
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That moment when you’re thick into a day of sightseeing in Paris, and you’re hoping to tuck
into that cute little bistro a friend recommended. You hop on your phone in an attempt to look
up the address and, “Ah, non!” you have no internet connection.
 
Decouvertes comes to the rescue with their inspired hotspot and personal assistant device
service for your clients while staying in France. They are welcomed in person upon arrival by a
local travel assistant and introduced to this inspired service, which allows them to make
unlimited local calls and offers high-speed 4g data and an unlimited WiFi hotspot to connect to
all devices.
 
Aside from this, the service opens the door of Paris, as there are maps with highlighted
recommendations according to where your clients are, access to a community of 60+ Parisians
happy to help and share tips and a “Get-Me-Home” button and GPS that will not let your clients
get lost if they decide to do a walk-around by themselves. And finally, with this device, your
clients will access their travel documents and get in touch with their driver and guide. Now,
where was that bistro, anyway? 
NET BAY

Photo: Tropic Air

Africa House Safaris' Spectacular Helicopter Excursions
 
Experience Africa’s second-highest mountain during a spectacular helicopter excursion
arranged by Africa House Safaris. This exclusive dawn flight will explore the rugged peaks,
glacial valleys and forested slopes of this extinct volcano, standing over 16,000 feet high in the
heart of Kenya. The vast and desolate nature of Mount Kenya with its towering summit, sheer
cliffs and glaciers become apparent as you circulate above the peaks of Batian and Nelion.
 
On the upper slopes of the mountain, touch down on the shore of Lake Michelson for a gourmet
picnic breakfast – almost inaccessible by foot, this truly off-the-beaten-path lake is set in a deep
crater, which falls away to a scenic valley. Capture the heathland, mountain bamboo, evergreen
forest and stunning savannah plains of northern Kenya all in one dramatic and unforgettable
flight.
 
 
 

THE UNITED KINGDOM
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Original Travel UK's Ancestry Experts Uncover Your Roots
 

Did you know Original Travel UK has its own ancestry expert? A must for any clients with
family links to England, Ireland or Scotland, their genealogy guide trawls through records,
databases and indexes to provide a complete family history, certificates, photographs and old
documents.
The OTUK team can arrange a tour taking in the key location in the family’s records. Just last
year, they arrange for clients to visit the church where their great-great-grandparents got
married before exploring the village where they lived. It’s an amazing way to help your clients
appreciate their personal history while on a trip to the UK or Ireland. 
 

 

Rooftop Bees Produce Honey for G&V Royal Mile
Did you know that G&V Royal Mile
Edinburgh is home to 180,000 honeybees
living in three rooftop bee hives? The
"G&Bees" not only increase the local
bee population, but provide delicious homemade honey which can be enjoyed
at breakfast, throughout G&V's menus
and even in their cocktails. 
 
For instance, The Miel Royale is a blend of fresh rhubarb, gin and champagne sweetened with
honey.
 
Guests can even opt to “adopt” a bee – 
the moment is marked with a small jar
of G&V honey and a personalized congratulations note, surely a sweet
touch if there ever was one.
 
Most people are aware that bees are vital to our planet’s eco-system and agricultural economy,
and are facing
numberous environmental challenges. 
 
The G&Bees were established with the help of Plan Bee, a Scottish organization that offers
beehive adoption, management and educational services.  
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The Torridon's Private Gin - Served at Teatime
Visible from Earth, Arcturus is a first-magnitude star in the constellation of Boötes and, now,
namesake of The Torridon’s new handcrafted gin. The Scottish Highlands retreat has distilled
Arcturus with foraged botanicals from the land, sea and mountains surrounding the hotel,
including Scots lovage, kelp seaweed, rowanberries and blaeberries.
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It is served best with Gregor Scottish Tonic and a spiced, dehydrated orange slice in the colder
months. Gin afternoon tea at The Torridon – a former Victorian shooting lodge located on the
edge of a sea loch – boasts blueberry jam, gin cake and gin served in a glass teacup. Ask about
additional opportunities to infuse one’s stay with more gin experiences – including a guided
flora and fauna walk and complimentary bottle of Arcturus. 
 
 

Take to the Sea Aboard The Nare’s Alice Rose 
Each summer, The Nare offers guests the chance to experience stunning waterside scenery from
the comfort of the hotel’s 38-foot motor launch, Alice Rose. It’s a chance to sit back and relax
on the luxurious deck, champagne in hand, and soak up the natural beauty and historic sites
along the Fal and Helford rivers and south Cornish coastline.
 
Sea-faring guests board the launch at Smugglers’ Cottage, where General Eisenhower briefed
his American troops before they embarked for their D-Day landings in 1944. Proceed past the
picturesque harbors of St. Mawes and Falmouth, the third-deepest natural harbor in the world.
Later, tuck into a premium seafood picnic in a quiet cove. 
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Archery Hits the Mark at Oddfellows on the Park
Channel your clients’ inner Robin Hood or Maid Marian at Oddfellows on the Park, set
amongst 100 acres of wildflowers and woodland in award-winning Bruntwood Park. While the
park has many eccentric British activities to offer, there’s none more popular than the Bowman
of Bruntwood, a wonderful archery club with a historic past.
 
Just as the former upperclass residents of Bruntwood Hall enjoyed the sport of archery in early
Victorian times, today’s guests will take part in the club’s signature pomp, reverie and
exclusivity. The Bowmen offer tutorials in this very British of traditions – we wish you luck in
hitting the bullseye! 
 
Meanwhile, Oddfellows Chester has transformed its Secret Garden into a winter pop-up
bar  with heated chalets complete with tartan rugs and sheepskin blankets, snowboards, skis and
a winner’s podium celebrating the Winter Olympics. Diners and drinkers can enjoy “Piste
Platters,” featuring baked camembert, pigs-in-a-blanket and more, served alongside Boozy Gin
Chocolates and Hot Gins from Sipsmith. 
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A Hidden Fireplace at Aldourie Castle Estate
 
Aldourie Castle Estate has taken great strides in recent months to heighten the experience for
exclusive-use guests, restoring its gardens and renovating interior spaces. It was during the
latter that there was an exciting historical discovery in one of the oldest sections of the Castle.
 
The team was amazed to unearth a huge stone fireplace dating back to the 18th century and
engraved with a wonderfully detailed worded message from one of the Fraser-Tytler family
members in 1863. Today’s guests can mingle about the fireplace as did the family of Anne and
Alexander Fraser-Tytler until the late 1930s. Imagine the secrets still to be discovered
throughout the estate – what might still be waiting behind the Castle walls? 
 
 

Get Thee to York – In Under Three Hours
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You may not have realized that York is just under three hours from London by train service that
runs along the east coast of England. Travelers to this area are wowed by the medieval city and
its surrounding countryside dotted with country and stately homes, including Harewood House
(connected to the Royal Family). Explore Yorkshire Dales National Park, Whitby and Robin
Hood’s Bay. Middlethorpe Hall and Spa is the only country house hotel in the City of York and
conveniently located next to the York Race Course. 
 
 

Hartwell House is the Perfect Base
for Exploring Buckinghamshire

 
There’s history to spare around Hartwell House Hotel & Spa, set in Buckinghamshire, home to
more National Trust properties than any other county in England. Use the magnificent hotel as a
jumping-off point from which to explore this “home” county (known as such for it’s proximity
to London) and its stately homes, manicured gardens and modest natural woods.
 
The nearest and most impressive venue is Waddesdon Manor, a French Renaissance chateau
defined as one of the finest outdoor works of art in Europe and originally built to display the
Rothschilds’ outstanding collection of treasures. Move on to Stow, with its Capability Brown
timeless landscape; Hughenden, home to the Victorian Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli; and
Claydon House, boasting some of the most ambitious and lavish interiors of the 18th century. 
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The Folly at Bodysgallen Hall that Fooled Historians 
 

Look closely on a walk through Bodysgallen Hall’s woodland, beyond the formal gardens, and
notice an ancient damaged tower, with large stones lying about as if the tower had been under
attack. Truth or fiction? Well, even the most expert of historians have fallen for this folly. When
Bodysgallen Hall was restored and renovated 20 years ago, the folly was built into the grounds
on an outcrop within the woods.
 
The designer was so meticulous with detail that he calculated the trajectory of the large stones
within the wall, had it been under attack from canon fire, and laid them out just so around the
folly. Fooled? So were we. 
 
Guests will also want to look closely at the pink sandstone of nearby Conwy Castle and the
central tower of Bodysgallen (originally a watch tower for the castle dating back to the 13th
century). The stone was mined from the Hall’s own quarry. Climb the spiral stairs of the tower
for amazing panoramic views across to the Victorian seaside town of Llandudno, the opening to
the sea of the Conwy estuary and Conwy Castle.
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The Michelin-Starred Tudor Room at Great Fosters
Raises its own Pigs, Honey and Vegetables

 
When it comes to The Tudor Room at Great Fosters, there's the front-of-the-house, the back-of-
the-house, and the glass house, where it can grow its own organic vegetables and produce year-
round. That's one of the ways it achieved a Michelin-star and three AA rosettes. Fresh, organic
ingredients, from aubergines and beetroot to squash and fennel, are grown in the estate’s
glasshouse and picked daily. Not only that, but Great Fosters rears its own pigs and the honey
served at breakfast is from their very own bee hives. 

While known for its historic setting within 50 acres of stunning gardens and parkland in Egham,
Surrey, Great Fosters is just as proud of its contemporary accommodations. Go beyond the
Tudor style and delight your design-centric clients with a modern feel – the staff is happy to go
over room descriptions with you to ensure the perfect accommodations to suit personal
preferences.
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