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The Potala Palace in szet was the traditional home of the Dalai Lama.

Dear Friends,

It's hard to believe that summer will soon be over and we'll be in the heart of the fall season,
then looking forward to the holidays. While I always love a visit to the UK as the leaves turn to
red and burnished gold - and Decouvertes' recent webinars on fashion and exhibitions as well
as the art of living and food have whetted my appetites for Gallic pleasures - my personal
travels are taking me to quite another part of the world.

I'll soon be traveling with Ventours to exotic Tibet, where I'll walk in the steps of the Dalai
Lama at the legendary Potala Palace and visit Lhasa's most sacred sites. I can't tell you how
excited I am to visit this long-mysterious land known as The Top of the World. It truly is one of
the delights and privileges of travel to experience a culture so different from one's own.

No matter where your clients are bound, our clients have so very much to offer, whether

it's Southern Crossings' insider arrangements for Sydney New Year's Eve (best viewed by
yacht), Original Travel UK's family-friendly London Quest (complete with an MI5 "agent" who
meets them at their hotel), or a Michelin-star meal at Great Fosters on a London layover or a
longer visit. Speaking of Michelin stars, we have high hopes for The Torridon's new chef, Ross
Stovold, who comes from a restaurant that gained Michelin star status under his tenure.

As always, the Rebecca Recommends team and our
portfolio of clients are delighted to assist you in any
way. Simply email us - we always love to hear from you.

Fondly,

;\e;bﬂ_ COL_

vip@r-recommends.com
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Who wants to be a princess when she can be a Queen?

Children Transform into Harry Potter and Other Characters
With The Goring's New Dressing Up Box

For almost 107 years The Goring has been welcoming children with open arms, so it knows a
thing or two about keeping families happy. Smaller guests will be particularly happy when they
come to stay and discover The Goring’s Dressing Up Box - brimming with costumes and
accessories for 3-9-year olds to dive into while they are in residence.

As you would expect, the dressing up box is about all things English. From fairytale princesses
to Harry Potter, Beefeaters to royalty, a British Bobby to a Guardsman, The Goring is bringing
the best of British dressing up to V I Little Ps. Its young guests can even dress up as Bar-baa-raa
the sheep, the resident famous cuddly sheep. With a range of colourful costumes and something
fun for everyone, the dressing up box unlocks the imaginations of younger guests

“From the moment a three-year-old puts their feet into a pair of grown up shoes and shoves a
huge crown on their head, they are stepping into a magical world of pretend," says Jeremy
Goring, CEO of The Goring. "Experts would probably say they are improving their
communication skills — but we know it’s simply about having fun.” And fun is what The
Goring’s new Dressing Up Box is all about.

To book a family stay with connecting rooms or for larger family sizes, please contact the
Reservations team directly who will assist in finding the best accommodation to suit your
family's needs. And here's a look at the most current Bring The Family offer.
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The Isle of Skye is one of many spectacular destinations in the UK in the fall.

Original Travel UK Creates Memorable Experiences for Fall and Winter

Autumn is one of the most beautiful times to visit the UK or Ireland, with the landscapes
changing to gold and red, a crisp crunch of frost underfoot and the smell of woodsmoke in the
air. Our friends at Original Travel UK recommend heading to The Cotswolds, the perfect
destination to get away from it all. Stay in a caramel-stoned property (our client Calcot is one
lovely option), walk through the traditional villages enroute to a quaint pub, and visit the
beautiful Stourhead National Park or the more off-the-beaten-track Westonbirt Arboretum.

To thrill the youngsters, Original Travel UK has new London Quest. An MI5 "agent"
approaches the family at their hotel with news of a theft at Buckingham Palace - the Queen’s
birthday presents have been stolen. MI5 shares their intelligence, which includes a

meeting place, a time and a map with a red X on it.

The children find a locked briefcase, and what follows is a race around London, each location
revealing another clue, another rendez-vous, another bit of information which will lead the new
agents to the baddy and the presents (and hopefully an arrest and a knighthood from the
Queen!)

As for Scotland, now is the time to book your client's Christmas trip. Original Travel UK can
recommend the best exclusive-use properties, including a castle or two, with availability over
Christmas and New Year (or as the Scottish call it, Hogmanay.)

What better way to spend the festive period, than with your family in a traditional Scottish
castle? Dress up for a feast including traditional haggis, enjoy a whisky tasting, learn to play the
bag pipes with a private tutor or even host your own ceilidh dance in your exclusive home-
away-from-home with your nearest and dearest. Fingers crossed for a sprinkling of snow!
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The Queen and Prince Philip celebrate their Platinum anniversary on November 20th.

Hartwell House Celebrates 70th Anniversary of The Queen and Prince Philip

There's always a good reason to visit England, with plenty of pomp and circumstance and royal
goings-on. This November, the excitement will be over the 70th wedding anniversary of Her
Majesty The Queen and Prince Philip. Hartwell House is doing its bit to celebrate during the
month of November with a special Royal Afternoon Tea, including surprise savoury selections
to delight the most regal of palates.

Hartwell House is so very close to London, it's an easy side trip to stay in this Historic House
Hotel. Its remarkable history stretches back almost a thousand years to the reign of Edward the
Confessor, and Louis XVIII, the exiled King of France, held court there from 1809 to 1814.

The "Hartwell Express" departs London Marylebone at five minutes past the hour, arriving at

Haddenham and Thame Parkway in just 35 minutes. With a taxi journey of 15 minutes, your
clients can be at Hartwell House in less than an hour.
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Calcot's stylish, comfortable interiors are popular with every age group.

Calcot Named U.K.'s Family-Friendly Hotel of the Year

Our friends at Calcot are over the moon at being named Family-Friendly Hotel of the Year
when the Hoteliers’ Hotels Top 100 list for 2017 was recently unveiled. It's the second year in a
row they have won the honor.

Anna Murphy described the hotel's appeal in The Times UK after a recent visit, and there is
plenty to delight adults. "The hotel offers a brand of country living that’s cosy and comfy rather
than grandiose. Whether your idea of perfection is a gin and tonic in a window seat overlooking
the garden, or rambling or cycling through the 220-acre grounds, or a glass of fizz in that hot
tub, this is the place for you. The spa, with indoor pool, is one of the best — and most popular
— in Britain."

She praised the posh dining in the Conservatory, the country-pub style in the Gumstool Inn, and
mentioned the dedicated play spaces for the under-eights and over-eights. In other words, it's a
family-friendly hotel where everyone gets what they need.
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The Galloping Major in Oddfellos on the Park is planning game dinners for the fall.

Oddfellows Plans Game Dinners in Manchester and a Popup Bar in Chester

The Galloping Major is proving to be a big draw at the newly opened luxury hotel Oddfellows
on the Park near Manchester. Head Chef Ian Moss delights in bringing British game to the
restaurant when the season allows. He arranges for regional specialist game suppliers to bring
the game to the hotel so he can prepare dishes, such as his acclaimed venison carpaccio. Expect
to see grouse and venison on The Galloping Major’s menu this fall.

Meanwhile, Oddfellows Chester is planning its newest pop-up bar - Oddfellows Winter
Olympics. Set within the walled secret garden, where fires keep the garden toasty, you’ll be
whisked away to an alpine lodge where winter sports are top of the agenda. Mulled wine, spiced
cider accompanies delicious alpine themed platters. Party revellers will enjoy some schnapps
from the ski shot. Oddfellows Winter Olympics will run from November 17th until early
January.
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The Tudor Room is one more reason to stay at Great Fosters, which is near Heathrow Airport.

The Tudor Room's Michelin Star Draws Crowds to Great Fosters

Awarded a Michelin star and three AA rosettes in October 2016, The Tudor Room at Great
Fosters has been getting rave reviews from the diners who have been streaming in non-stop. It's
now the top-rated restaurant in Surrey on Trip Advisor. Here's what some guests have said:

e "Delicious and exceptional in every way."
e "An absolute 'must’ for foodies."
o "Five-star fabulous meal."

Kudos go to Douglas Balish, who has a passion for simple cookery with intense flavours and
also hand selects the very best products from the finest suppliers. The kitchen garden at Great
Fosters also plays a major part in providing fresh greens and vegetables, picked daily. Organic
aubergines, beetroot, lettuce, tomatoes, squash, onions, courgettes and fennel are just a few of
the varieties grown on the estate and picked daily.

If you haven't dined at The Tudor Room yet, we encourage you to try it - perhaps on a layover
in London, as Great Fosters is so convenient to Heathrow airport. The dinner menu has multiple
courses and is surprisingly reasonable at just £65 per person. Even better, The Director of Wine
will select a different glass of wine to complement each course of your meal for an additional
£65 per person. They are also delighted to accommodate vegetarians and anyone with special
dietary requirements.
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Guests at Barnsley House feel as comfortable in jeans as they do dressed up for an occasion.

New Gin Tastings at Barnsley House in the Cotswolds

Barnsley House is so enthusiastic about gin that they have their own - Barnsley House Garden
Gin, made with botanicals from their gardens. Better yet, every Friday at 6 p.m., guests can
enjoy a tasting of three different gins out of the amazing 23 gins they stock.

Making Condé Nast Traveler's 2017 Gold List, Barnsley House is known for its exquisitely
landscaped gardens designed by the famous Rosemary Verey. Every room is uniquely designed
and furnished to perfection, from luxurious two-story suites to a private garden retreat with an
open fire.

"Staff are cheery and courteous and there’s a relaxed ambience throughout — a place you’d feel
as comfortable padding around in jeans and trainers as you would dressed up for a special
occasion," according to a recent review in the UK Telegraph.

The spa recently added treatments by the renowned U.K. line Aromatherapy Associates. Take a
dip in the hydrotherapy pool or relax in the ground-floor spa lounge with floor-to-ceiling
windows boasting gorgeous views of the gardens and surrounding countryside.
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The bedrooms at Middlethorpe Hall are the size of a London flat.
Rave Reviews for Middlethorpe Hall Near York

"Middlethorpe Hall and Spa is quite simply stunning," says Sophie Vokes-Dudgeon in a recent
review in Hello Magazine. "A mere seconds off the A64, you feel like you’re driving onto the

set of a BBC period drama, except the signs outside the beautiful period houses say things like
'Spa' and 'Dining Room.""

Inside the William III country house building, she writes, "you could be on the set of Downton
Abbey too. Huge roaring fires, endless mazes of drawing rooms, complete with writing desks,

chaise longues and comfy sofas - the perfect location to enjoy a spot of afternoon tea or a pre-

dinner tipple."

Even though the property is set on 20 acres of country land, it's just two miles from York's
fascinating city center and the fabulous McArthur Glenn outlet shopping, should your clients be
in the mood for some bargains.
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The climate at The Nare in Cornwall is known to be particularly mild, even in winter.

How The Nare Became Cornwall's Leading Luxury Hotel

The Nare is a privately owned country house hotel that has set the standard for luxury in
Cornwall since 1989, when the late Mrs. Bettye Gray bought the hotel as a retirement project
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Toby Ashworth, the hotel's current owner (and Bettye's grandson), has maintained the hotel's
traditional feeling of relaxed elegance. The Nare is a comfortable place to unwind as guests
enjoy afternoon cream tea, read the papers and snooze in a comfy sofa before dining in style in
one of the hotel's two sea-view restaurants.

Along with beautifully decorated rooms and stunning sea views, The Nare has everything

guests need for a great holiday - an indoor and an outdoor swimming pool, tennis courts, a
health and beauty spa, a croquet lawn, a billiards room and a hot tub overlooking a perfect
Cornish beach.

As Cornwall's only AA Four Red Star hotel, The Nare employs a staff that is friendly,
welcoming and excels in good old-fashioned service. They are always on hand to ensure that
everything guests need is in place for a perfect stay.

| _ i
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Stovold plans t(i further deveo the produce growﬁ in The Torridon's two-acre on-site garden.

Ross Stovold joins The Torridon as Head Chef of 1887 Restaurant

The Torridon already has a stellar reputation for farm-to-table dining, but exciting changes are
afoot. Ross Stovold has joined 1887 Restaurant as head chef. Most recently he was head chef of
The Isla of Eriska Hotel & Spa, which gained Michelin star status under his tenure.
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dreepern 7tﬁe diﬁing experlencg By getting 7pe017)17e 7inrteresrterd in Vthrerir meélr béfdre siitting down.
(That should be an easy task at The Torridon, where Highland cows and Tamworth pigs are
farmed.)

An ideal time to sample Stovold's cuisine is during the The Mountain & Sea Festival, coming
up September 28th to October 1st. The immersive four-day event showcases the finest in
Scottish food, ale, music and activities, including sea kayaking, wildlife trips and mountain
climbing, all topped off with plenty of fine ale and great live music.

This fairy tale castle comes with a sprawling estate and frontage on Loch Ness.

Aldourie Castle Estate Restores 19th Century Gardens

As if the delights of a private-hire castle on the shores of Loch Ness were not enough, the 500
acres of Aldourie Castle Estate offer an equally spectacular appeal. The woodland gardens have
been beautifully restored to the splendour of their 19th century heyday, with delightful arbours,
orangeries and bridges.

The manicured lawns that slope gently down to Loch Ness itself are perfect for afternoon
strolls, while the leafy marina is a great place from which to take an adventure on Loch Ness.
This unique Highland location lends itself as a paradise for walkers, cyclists, hunters, fishing
enthusiasts and nature lovers alike. A local network of experts is available to guide your clients
through a vast range of activities and interests, in the very best spirit of Scottish hospitality.
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G&V has an enviable location in the heart of Edinburgh's Old Town.

Richard Mayne Named GM of G&V Royal Mile Hotel

It is with great pleasure that we announce Richard Mayne has been named general manager

of G&V Royal Mile Hotel Edinburgh. As GM of Radisson Blu Edinburgh, Mayne was awarded
GM of the year of Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group’s EMEA (Europe, Middle East & Africa)
operations. He now serves as cluster general manager across both hotels.

Located within five minutes walk of each other in the
historic Old Town, both hotels reflect the quality of
choice and exceptional guest experience offered to the
discerning traveller and restaurant goer in Scotland’s
capital.

Edinburgh has gained a reputation as an exciting holiday
destination, with six-weeks of festive entertainment from

November 18th through the first week of January.

Edinburgh's Christmas includes the famous Street of '

Light, Scottish markets, shows,
ice skating, and rides like the 197-foot Star Flyer, with breathtaking views over the city.

As wonderful as Christmas is, no one does Hogmanay (aka New Year's Eve) like the Scots.
Things get started Dec. 30th, when thousands of torch-bearers join Vikings, pipes and drums
and march from the historic Royal Mile to the son et lumiére and fireworks finale on Calton
Hill. (And yes, there's another party December 31st.)
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Bodysgallen Hall was built primarily in the 17th century.

Bodysgallen Hall Celebrates Floristry, Food and Fusiliers

Bodysgallen Hall has something for everyone this October - a floristry design luncheon October
18th and a fall garden tour October 20th, followed by a four-course game dinner that same
evening. But surely the most heartfelt event is a special luncheon on October 27th to mark the
100th anniversary of the 17th Battalion of the Royal Welch Fusiliers. Major Merfyn Thomas
and Colonel Peter Knox will speak about the history of the Royal Welch Fusiliers at the
luncheon.

The connection between Bodysgallen and the fusiliers is a close one: Colonel Henry Mostyn,
who owned Bodysgallen at the time, raised the battalion. It paraded at Bodysgallen before going
off to fight in World War I, where it suffered huge losses during the Battle of the Somme. Those
who returned in 1917 planted an oak tree at Bodysgallen in memory of those fallen. At 100
years of age it is now a magnificent specimen, and the road you travel along to reach
Bodysgallen Hall is named The Royal Welsh Way after the fusiliers.
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Looking for adventure? Try sand surfing in France.

Decouvertes' Latest Travel Ideas for Paris, Brittany and Normandy

France is a privileged destination any time of year, but sometimes it's a little more special than
others. Brittany and Normandy are two stellar regions for any last-minute travelers who are
looking to dip their toes into the sea, or try sand yachting on the beaches of Mont Saint Michel.
The seafood is superlative and the coast is perfect for exploring by bicycle - something that
doesn't change in the autumn months, when these destinations quiet down a bit.

And Paris? No one can resist the seductive charms of The City of Light, at its very best in the
fall. Decouvertes' first-rate travel planners share their expertise in exploring these three regions
in this book of travel ideas produced especially for our Rebecca Recommends readers.

By the way, our friends at Decouvertes have been sharing their wealth of knowlege about
luxury travel in France in information-packed webinars. Did you miss out? You can be whisked
to the topic of your choice: Wine Regions and Experiences, Fashion and Exhibitions, Group
Travel and The Art of Living and Food.

Decouvertes has even offered to arrange a special webinar just for your agency that goes into
greater depth on a particular region or topic. Simply email us at vip@r-recommends.com for
more information.

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
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Watchmg the f reworks from a yacht is the ultimate Sydney New Year's Eve experience.
Photo: City of Sydney.

Southern Crossings' Exclusive Experiences at World-Class Events

We're coming up on high season Down Under, which brings with it some of the world's most
thrilling and sought-after events. Specialists in a ‘nothing is impossible” approach to

travel, Southern Crossings can deliver insider's access and exclusive experiences. However,
many of these events are already heavily subscribed, so we recommend your clients book soon.

World of Wearable Arts Award Show, September 21st — October 8th, Wellington,
New Zealand, a renowned international design competition (known as WoW) that
attracts entries from around the world.

The Melbourne Cup, November 7th, Melbourne, is "the horse race that stops the
nation."

Emirates Australian Open Golf Tournament, November 23rd - 27th, Sydney.

The Ashes Cricket Test, November 23rd, 2017 — January 8th, 2018. Australia vs.
England in a series of five-day matches across Australia.

Volvo Ocean Race, December 27th, 2017 — January 2nd, 2018 in Melbourne; February
18th - March 24th, 2018, in Auckland.

Sydney New Year’s Eve, December 31st. The fireworks and celebrations become
bigger, better and more creative each year, so book early.

New Zealand Bloodstock National Yearling Sales Series, January 28th - February 4th,
2018, in Karaka, 30 minutes south of Auckland City. The cream of New Zealand's
yearling crop goes under the hammer with around 1,400 young thoroughbreds auctioned
through one of the leading thoroughbred auction houses in the world.

Bruce Munro’s Field of Light exhibition, through March 31st, 2018, in Uluru or Ayer's
Rock. ( I've been there, and you can read my impressions of this spectacular art
installation illuminating Australia’s outback.)

New Zealand Polo Open, February 18th, 2018, Auckland. A dazzling array of
international stars of the game, celebrity guests, high-octane sporting action and fantastic
fashion.

Commonwealth Games, April 4th - 15th, 2018 on Queensland’s Gold Coast.

With a true appreciation of the luxury of privacy and the value of discretion, Southern
Crossings takes great pride in exceeding the expectations of even the most demanding VIP

clients.
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Seclusion, beauty, fine dining, and adventure are the hallmarks of Blanket Bay Lodge.

Blanket Bay Wows With Its Views, Food and Pride in Service

Just forty minutes from Queenstown (ten minutes by helicopter), Blanket Bay is a secluded
retreat set on Lake Wakatipu and surrounded by looming snow-capped mountains. Belinda
Maude was wowed on her recent visit for The Telegraph. "Never have I met a team of hotel
staff so proud of their work," she wrote. "It’s no mean feat keeping up a hotel of this caliber, but
they’re all incredibly committed, and more importantly full of character."

She admired the taste and elegance of the bedrooms and their "unbelievable views," and loved
the different settings for the five-course dinners: the low-lit dining room with a roaring fire; the
secluded wine cave with stone walls, medieval candelabras and velvet chairs; and the outdoor
terrace, kept warm by the fire, with the great night sky wheeling overhead.

"Expect the likes of flavoursome Portobello mushroom soup, with a touch of brandied
mascarpone, to start, followed by infused feta, scattered among some charred broccoli stems
and pecan nuts," she writes. A salad dish might be spruced up with citrus tones before a main of
New Zealand lamb arrives doused in a velvety Pinot Noir sauce. And to finish? Perhaps a lemon
and rhubarb créme brulee tart with sorbet on the side.
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Ventours can arrange a stay at the former country home of Sri Lankan architect Geoffrey Bawa.

Ventours Captures the Growing Market for Sri Lanka

Ventours made its name creating lavish adventures in India, but has been alert to the expanding
luxury market in nearby countries such as Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet. Sri Lanka, in particular, has
been showing up on all the best travel lists due to its spectacular wildlife, world-class
archeological sites, gorgeous beaches, tea-growing highlands, and fine collection of luxury
hotels.

In fact, Sri Lanka was named Destination of the Year by the Sunday Times, covered by The
Telegraph in 23 Reasons to Visit Sri Lanka and listed as one of Travel + Leisure’s Best Places
to Travel in 2016.

Sri Lanka offers great shopping for gems and textiles (and Ventours knows all the best places)
and is something of a design mecca. Geoffrey Bawa, one of the most influential Asian architects
of the 20th century, was Sri Lankan, and Number 11, his home in Colombo, is now a museum.
Ventours can even arrange a stay at his country home, part of the Lunuganga Trust.

Most important, Sri Lanka is not "India Light," but has its own distinctive character, culture,
people and cuisine. And when you have the best guides to whisk you from place to place, Sri
Lanka is easy - full of smiles, great food, creativity and luxurious accommodations.
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Wild Coast Tented Lodge Yala offers the comforts of a luxury hotel with a wilderness experience.

Resplendent Ceylon's New Luxury Safari Camp Opening Soon

The much-anticipated opening of Wild Coast Tented Lodge.Yala is upon us. Opening this fall,
this luxurious tented lodge sits on a deserted beach on the edge of Yala National Park, a leopard
hot spot in southeastern Sri Lanka.

Twenty-eight vaulted Cocoon tents are roomy, comfortable, and furnished to the highest
standards. Some even have their own plunge pools. They are dotted around five watering holes
designed to attract a variety of birdlife and amphibians, which can be viewed from each
Cocoon’s outdoor viewing deck. The family area Cocoons come with a fun adjoining twin-
bedded children’s ‘Urchin’ tent.

A bamboo-clad bar and restaurant serves creative daily changing menus, whilst a delicious
“picnic tea” forms part of the safari drive experience. The lodge boasts a Sanctuary Spa,
offering a range of natural treatments developed in-house. The library doubles up as an
educational center where guests learn about the wildlife in the park and watch documentaries,
further explained by the lodge’s expert guides.

For the definitive luxe three-resort circuit in Sri Lanka, the lodge can be linked by a scenic 30-
minute seaplane ride to the fabulous beach resort, Cape Weligama, and luxury bungalows in the
Ceylonese highlands, Tea Trails, the only two Relais and Chateaux properties in Sri Lanka.
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The Yucatan mlght be just the place to0 gather for Thanksgiving this year.

Catherwood Travels & Private Haciendas Offers The Perfect Family Getaway

Where can families go for Thanksgiving that is close yet exotic? Luxurious yet affordable? Full
of adventure...or downtime? We can suggest Private Haciendas, a collection of restored,
centuries-old haciendas in the Yucatan offered through the luxury DMC Catherwood Travels.

The exclusive-use properties range from a romantic one-bedroom town-home in colonial Izamal
to a 14-bedroom country property southeast of Mérida - perfect for family reunions. Called
Hacienda Itzincab Camara, the largest property is built on an ancient Maya site, complete with
its own private, enchanting pyramid.

The haciendas retain their historic beauty, but offer modern comforts including spacious guest
rooms with beautiful bathrooms. They are also fully staffed with cooks trained to the highest
standards in regional cuisine, along with gardeners, housekeepers, waiters and a resident
manager. Guests can expect menus crafted to their individual tastes, based on the answers to a
questionnaire sent before arrival.

Non-stop flights from Houston, Dallas and Miami to Mérida are making this culture-rich trip to
the Yucatan even easier. Everything Catherwood does is tailor-made, but here are a few
possibilities laid out in three-day, five-day and seven-day itineraries. Your clients can visit
2,500-year-old ruins off-hours with an archaeologist...go on horseback rides through the
jungle...watch great flocks of pink flamingos with an ornithologist, or just relax.

REBECCA RECOMMENDS

Inspivational destinations & properties of excellence

@

rebecca-recommends.com
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