
 

​
Cycling through Croatia's hidden gems. A tranquil pause on a sun-drenched bridge,​

where the beautiful river below offers the ultimate reward. 

Global Grandstands: Where Sports and Travel Create Unforgettable Journeys  

Dear Friends, 

There is something undeniably magnetic about sport, from the hush of the golf course to the roar of the 

crowd. When we travel for sport, whether as spectators or participants, destinations can be transformed 

right in the moment, as the drama unfolds on the field, court, or course. With so many exciting events 

happening here in the States and around the world, cities are pulsing with energy, traditions are coming to 

the forefront, and your clients can find themselves immersed in experiences that extend far beyond the 

grandstand. 

Read on for exciting, immersive opportunities that take a layered approach to sports travel. A seat at 

Wimbledon might be paired with champagne evenings and private dining, while a day at Lord’s unfolds with 

behind-the-scenes access and refined moments at a posh London hotel. In Ireland, the anticipation of the 

Ryder Cup is complemented by rounds on legendary links along the Wild Atlantic Way, while in Madrid and 

Paris, tennis and Formula 1 naturally blend into a lifestyle that celebrates design, cuisine, and wellness. 

Across our portfolio, these sporting moments serve as anchors for memorable adventures. Your clients might 

follow the Tour de France through vineyard-lined countryside, run the historic route of the Athens Marathon, 

or take on an exhilarating via ferrata climb above Croatia’s Adriatic coast. In Australia and New Zealand, the 
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experience might include behind-the-scenes access with elite athletes, a surf lesson with a former 

champion, or even sharing a meal with sporting legends. 

The intensity of a match or race is balanced by moments of discovery and restoration, whether that’s a 

sunset helicopter flight over the desert in Israel or a private cultural experience in Mexico City during the 

FIFA World Cup.  

Imagine your clients truly experiencing the events that speak to their soul, whether courtside, trackside, or 

on the sea. From London to Limerick, from Auckland to Athens, our partners bring these global sporting 

moments to stirring, unforgettable travel stories. 

Should you have any questions or wish to connect with one of our partners, please reach out. 

Fondly, 

 

​

​
Rebecca and Sana: the beautiful​
bond of a rider and her horse. 

 

 

Page 2 



 

Table of Contents 

News from Africa​ 4 

Babylonstoren, Franschhoek Wine Valley, South Africa - Rest, Recharge & ​
Reconnect with Oneself and Nature​ 4 

The Oyster Box, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa - Global Sporting Spectacles & ​
Oceanfront Glamour​ 6 

News from Americas​ 7 

American Stories Travel, East Coast, United States - FIFA 2026: Turning a Match ​
Ticket into The Ultimate American Travel Story​ 7 

Journey Mexico - Unparalleled Access at the Height of Global Excitement​ 8 

News from Australasia​ 9 

Southern Crossings, Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji - Play the Extraordinary: ​
The Ultimate Sporting and Cultural Showcase​ 9 

News from Europe​ 12 

Curated Greece - Running Legends and World-Class Golf in Greece​ 12 

Découvertes DMC France - When Great Moments Become Journeys Across France​ 13 

Dinaric Adventures, Croatia and Beyond - Elevated Adventure, Literally​ 15 

Evok Collection, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Venice - Courtside to Grand Prix: ​
Where Europe’s Iconic Cities Turn Sport into a Lifestyle​ 17 

Park Hotel Kenmare, County Kerry, Ireland - The Ultimate Ryder Cup ​
Journey Meets Legendary Links Golf​ 18 

News from the Middle East​ 19 

TRAVEX, Israel and Jordan - Where True Luxury Lies in How You ​
Experience the Energy of the Crowd​ 19 

News from the United Kingdom​ 20 

The Chesterfield Mayfair, London, England - Cricket at Lord’s: ​
Tradition, Prestige & Timeless British Style​ 20 

The Milestone Hotel & Residences, London, England – Wimbledon: Centre Court Living​ 21 

 

Page 3 



 

News from Africa 

​
Recovery Mode: Post-travel fatigue meets performance-level restoration. Babylonstoren’s hot spa​

is the essential stop on any global itinerary for deep physical recharge. 

Babylonstoren, Franschhoek Wine Valley, South Africa - Rest, Recharge & Reconnect with Oneself and 

Nature 

As we cross continents for moments that matter, for celebrations, gatherings, global events, and seasonal 

highlights, the destination chosen beyond the main occasion becomes part of the story. Whether traveling 

for the Two Oceans Marathon in April, the Sanlam Cape Town Marathon in May, or the festive spirit of the 

Franschhoek Bastille Festival in July, Babylonstoren offers a place to arrive fully: grounded in the land and 

guided by a slower, more intentional rhythm. 

Here, days unfold with ease and purpose. Life on the farm invites both discovery and restoration. Your 

active clients can walk the garden and working farm with an expert gardener, visit the water buffalo herd 

and dairy, and follow their nose through the essential oil distillery and olive oil production plant. They might 

step into the wine museum before lingering in the tasting room, travel back in time at Soetmelksvlei’s 

working farmyard of the late 1800s, or join a hands-on workshop to bake their own sourdough loaf.  

At the Old Bakery, long tables and generous themed feasts bring people together, exuberant, delicious, and 

abundant. Plates piled high are passed around, wine is poured, and joy is shared. Both the Carnivore 

Evenings and Italian-inspired Evenings celebrate the farm’s beautiful produce. 
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​
A view that places you fully: grounded in the land, surrounded by the majesty of the​

Simonsberg Mountains and rolling Cape Winelands vineyards. 

For those seeking contrast within a single journey, pair the Cape Winelands with the coast. The Berg and 

Beach experience offers two nights at Babylonstoren, followed by three nights at BLOU in Keurbooms - 

farm-style hospitality and wild shoreline united by thoughtful luxury and a deep sense of place. 
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​
Trading the thrill of Durban’s grandstands for the sun-drenched luxury of The Oyster Box. ​
The perfect coastal retreat to balance the exhilaration of South Africa's sporting calendar. 

The Oyster Box, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa - Global Sporting Spectacles & Oceanfront Glamour 

For travelers seeking world-class sporting events paired with sun-drenched luxury, The Oyster Box offers an 

exceptional gateway to South Africa’s dynamic calendar. Each July, Durban plays host to the legendary 

Hollywoodbets Durban, the country’s premier horse-racing and social spectacle, drawing international 

visitors for a thrilling fusion of sport, fashion, and celebration. Held at Greyville Racecourse, this historic 

event has been a cornerstone of South African culture since 1897 and remains one of the most glamorous 

dates in the global racing calendar. 

Perched dramatically above the Indian Ocean, The Oyster Box is the perfect coastal retreat from which to 

enjoy the excitement. Guests can expect bespoke itineraries including VIP race-day access, private 

transfers, curated hospitality experiences, and behind-the-scenes encounters. Between race days, indulgent 

spa rituals, oceanfront dining, and relaxed afternoons by the infinity pool ensure a perfect balance of 

exhilaration and repose. 

Beyond the track, guests can explore KwaZulu-Natal’s rich cultural heritage, vibrant culinary scene, and 

nearby safari reserves, creating a journey that is as immersive as it is indulgent. Just 20 minutes from the 

action on the course, The Oyster Box delivers a perfect blend of glamour, adventure, and effortless luxury. 

This certainly is an unforgettable way to experience South Africa at its most spectacular. 
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News from Americas 

​
The city that never sleeps is ready for the world’s biggest match. ​

The energy is building in New York City, home to the FIFA 2026 Final on July 19
th
. 

American Stories Travel, East Coast, United States - FIFA 2026: Turning a Match Ticket into The Ultimate 

American Travel Story 

The 2026 FIFA World Cup runs from June 11
th
 to July 19

th
, and it’s set to be the biggest yet, with 48 teams 

and 104 matches across 16 host cities. For your clients, it’s never just a match. It’s the energy in the 

streets, the citywide buzz, and the feeling of being part of something the whole world is watching.​
​
American Stories Travel doesn’t sell match tickets, but they do design private, luxury experiences around 

them. In New York City, that can look like a five-star Manhattan hotel, pre-game dinners that feel like an 

event, and seamless stadium transfers to MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, which is slated to host the Final on 

July 19th. In Philadelphia, clients can pair matchday excitement with USA250, especially with a Lincoln 

Financial Field Round of 16 match on July 4th, then step right into the city’s story with guided historic 

touring. In Boston, days are shaped around Gillette Stadium matches with luxury hotel stays, story-led 

historic experiences, and an easy coastal extension to Cape Cod that makes the time between matches feel 

just as memorable. 

And even without tickets, fans will travel for the atmosphere. Think citywide viewing spots, pop-up 

celebrations, and the kind of communal cheering that turns strangers into friends for a night. 

Share your clients’ match cities, dates, and travel style, and American Stories Travel can shape a tailored 

plan that makes the whole journey feel effortless, not just the seat in the stadium. 
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​
Estadio Azteca, Mexico City: The legendary pitch where Pelé (1970) and Maradona (1986) made history,​

and the host of the 2026 FIFA World Cup opening match. 

Journey Mexico - Unparalleled Access at the Height of Global Excitement 

 

Much more than just a game, football is intrinsic to Mexican culture. You’ll see the legacy of “the beautiful 

game” everywhere: colorful jerseys, street-food stands turned live-commentary studios, games unfolding 

over mezcal and tequila. On the big wins, celebrations spill into the streets, complete with car horns, 

cheers, and strangers embracing like long-lost friends. 

In 2026, the world’s attention returns to Mexico City for the FIFA World Cup. Estadio Azteca, host of the 

opening match, is no ordinary stadium. Pelé lifted the trophy here in 1970. Maradona etched his name into 

history on this turf in 1986. Now, a new chapter begins. 

Journey curates an ultra-elevated way to experience this cultural moment. While millions descend on the 

capital, your clients will arrive by private helicopter directly to their hotel suite. They’ll weave across the 

city from helipad to helipad between the stadium, Michelin-starred dining, and behind-the-scenes access to 

cultural hotspots. 

When the city is at its most in-demand, they will experience it at its most intimate: private, after-hours 

entry to the Anthropology Museum, ancient ruins explored alongside an expert archaeologist, and even a 

private dinner at Frida Kahlo’s former home, where the icon dined herself. 
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News from Australasia 

​
High-speed pursuit on the open water: The Ata Rangi cuts through the waves,​

a blur of motion and focus as the crew chases the perfect catch. 

Southern Crossings, Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji - Play the Extraordinary: The Ultimate Sporting 

and Cultural Showcase 

Grand Slam tennis, F1 Grand Prix, championship golf, high-speed sailing, international cycling, cricket, 

rugby, marathons, and more - Australia and New Zealand host an impressive annual line-up of sporting 

events, while also looking forward to a collection of special sports events in the months and years ahead, 

too. 

Southern Crossings Travel Designers take great delight in introducing visitors to special behind-the-scenes 

experiences at world-renowned sporting facilities and personal interactions with sporting greats, whether 

that be a hit of tennis and a relaxed lunch with a former-world #1 tennis player, a surf lesson with a former 

world champion and Olympic surf coach, the opportunity to grab a beer or enjoy a round of golf with a 

former Wallaby rugby union player, or fish, forage, and enjoy a traditional hangi feast with a former 

professional Maori rugby player. Your clients can go behind-the-scenes at the Australian Institute of Sport 

with an elite athlete and swim against a gold medalist, see a local game of Aussie Rules football with a 

former player to guide them through the game, or enjoy a private and interactive tour of the All Blacks 

Experience in Auckland in the company of a former All Black or Black Fern. 
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These sports-loving nations are also an adventure playground for those who would rather participate than 

spectate—everything from golfing on championship courses to catching trophy-worthy trout (Barramundi or 

Black Marlin), skiing, surfing, sailing, running sightseeing tour routes or through local park, day cycling 

(stopping to sample local wines), and multi-day cycling trips. 

​
The roar of the crowd, the local legend escort, and the heart of Melbourne. Experiencing the electric​

passion of AFL with a true local is a cultural immersion. 

Share your clients’ passions, and the Travel Design team can pair them with an event or activity to suit. 

AUSTRALIA 

Australia’s annual sporting calendar delivers a dynamic showcase of world-class competition and iconic 

events, drawing global audiences year after year. From the electrifying Australian Open in Melbourne each 

January to the season-opening Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix in March, the year begins with high-profile 

international action. Cycling fans follow the Tour Down Under in January 2027, while golf enthusiasts gather 

for the high-energy LIV Golf Adelaide in March 2027. As the seasons shift, endurance and spectacle take 

center stage with the Sydney Marathon in August 2026, before the festive summer period delivers two of the 

nation’s most beloved traditions: December’s thrilling Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race and the iconic Boxing 

Day Test at the MCG.  
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​
Go behind the scenes and test your own power. Stepping into the kicking cage at the​

All Blacks Experience puts you right in the heart of rugby greatness. 

Special Sporting Events Coming Up 2026-2032  

Melbourne will make history by hosting the first-ever regular-season NFL game in Australia, featuring the Los 

Angeles Rams and San Francisco 49ers, while Perth welcomes the adrenaline-fueled SailGP in 2027. Major 

global tournaments continue with the Rugby World Cup spanning cities nationwide, the prestigious 

Presidents Cup arriving in Melbourne, and the region gearing up for the 2032 Summer Olympics.  
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News from Europe 

​
A perfect lie at Costa Navarino, where every shot comes with a stunning Ionian Sea backdrop.​

Photo credit Costa Navarino 

Curated Greece - Running Legends and World-Class Golf in Greece  

 

Athletic excellence in Greece has been closely tied to ευεξία (evexia), the idea of holistic well-being of body 

and mind, since the Ancient Olympic Games were first held in Olympia in 776 BC. This philosophy still 

echoes across the country today through events that bring together sport, culture, and travel. 

Each November, runners from around the world gather for the Athens Authentic Marathon, following the 

historic 42-kilometer route from Marathon to the Panathenaic Stadium in Athens, where the first-ever 

marathon took place. Known as one of the most challenging marathons, the course retraces the path of the 

ancient messenger Pheidippides while thousands line the streets to cheer runners toward the finish. For 

those seeking an even greater endurance test, Greece also hosts Spartathlon, a legendary 246-kilometer 

ultra-distance race from Athens to Sparta. 

In the Peloponnese, the five-star luxury resort Costa Navarino pairs sport with refined hospitality. 

Consistently recognized as a leading international golf destination, the resort features four signature courses 

set between olive groves and Ionian Sea views. Each year, it hosts the AEGEAN Messinia Pro-Am, which in 

2026 takes place in June. Amateur golfers play alongside PGA professionals in a relaxed yet competitive 

format, concluding with a prestigious prize ceremony and a celebratory gala dinner. 
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​
Courtside glamour at the Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters, where​

the world's best compete in one of tennis's most beautiful settings. 

Découvertes DMC France - When Great Moments Become Journeys Across France 

Some journeys begin with a destination. Others begin with a moment. In France, the calendar of great 

sporting and cultural events offers exactly that: moments that transform travel into something vivid, 

emotional, and unforgettable.  

  

26.2 miles of history and passion, with the Eiffel Tower 

marking every magnificent stride in the heart of Paris. 

The legendary red clay courts of Roland-Garros, where the 

roar of the crowd adds to the intensity of every rally. 

As spring turns toward summer, the atmosphere intensifies across the country. The legendary red clay courts 

of Roland-Garros (May 18 – June 7, 2026) welcome the world’s greatest tennis players, while farther west, 

the iconic 24 Hours of Le Mans (June 10 – 14, 2026) captivates motorsport enthusiasts with its unique blend 

of endurance and heritage. 
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​
A ribbon of vibrant energy: millions of passionate fans cheering on the riders as the​

legendary Tour de France sweeps across the beautiful French countryside. 

In July, the Tour de France (July 4 – 26, 2026) sweeps across the country, revealing vineyards, alpine passes, 

and timeless villages along its legendary route. 

The Ultra-Trail du Mont-Blanc takes place in September and October each year. Centered around Chamonix 

in the French Alps, the race attracts elite and amateur runners who tackle ultra-distance routes that circle 

Mont Blanc, crossing France, Italy, and Switzerland. Non-runners can enjoy the spectacle as Chamonix 

buzzes with energy. Tour de France fans will enjoy the September La Haute Route Alps, a multi-day, 

high-end amateur cycling event that mirrors the Tour’s stage style through the Alps.  

These global gatherings offer far more than a seat at an extraordinary event. They create the perfect 

moment to experience France through its landscapes, culture, and art of living, where travel becomes part 

of the spectacle itself. 

For those seeking to weave these iconic moments into seamless journeys across France, local expertise 

makes all the difference. 

 

​
​
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​
Tackling the spectacular Via Ferrata route above Omiš—an exhilarating combination​

of sport, history, and scenery, rising high above the Adriatic coast. 

Dinaric Adventures, Croatia and Beyond - Elevated Adventure, Literally 

 

Sports and major events have a unique way of bringing destinations to life, creating memorable travel 

moments that blend excitement, culture, and spectacular landscapes. In Croatia, active experiences are 

increasingly becoming part of sophisticated journeys that blend adventure with natural beauty and heritage. 

​
Historic Omiš and the Adriatic, as seen from above, a truly magnificent, unforgettable view. 
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​
Grandstands to great journeys: Experiencing the ultimate blend of heritage​

and high-end travel in a picturesque Croatian harbor. 

One remarkable experience takes place above the historic town of Omiš, where travelers can tackle a 

spectacular hike via ferrata route rising from the emerald waters of the Cetina River all the way to the 

historic Fortica fortress. This protected cultural heritage site sits high above the Adriatic coast, rewarding 

climbers with breathtaking panoramic views of Omiš, the sea, and the dramatic Cetina canyon. It is an 

exhilarating combination of sport, history, and scenery, perfect for those seeking an active yet immersive 

way to experience Croatia.  
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Performance-level fitness meets holistic recovery. The gym at 

Brach Madrid's La Capsule offers a state-of-the-art sanctuary 

for mind and body. Photo credit - Julius Hirtzberger 

Design and tranquility converge. Find the flow in the striking 

indoor pool at Brach Madrid's exclusive La Capsule wellness 

area. Photo credit - Guillaume de Laubier. 

Evok Collection, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Venice - Courtside to Grand Prix: Where Europe’s Iconic Cities 

Turn Sport into a Lifestyle 

In Madrid, spring unfolds with the Mutua Madrid Open, welcoming the world’s top tennis players. At the 

center of the city’s energy, Brach Madrid stands out as a destination in itself. Its distinctive design, vibrant 

social spaces, and refined gastronomic offerings create a sophisticated retreat, ideal for guests seeking both 

courtside excitement and urban elegance. With Formula 1 set to arrive in Madrid in September 2026, the 

hotel naturally positions itself as a prime address for international travelers drawn by the city’s growing 

sports calendar. 

In Paris, the clay courts of Roland-Garros host one of tennis’s most iconic tournaments. Just steps from the 

stadium, Brach Paris offers a refined retreat where the sporting experience continues beyond the courts. An 

Olympic-size swimming pool and a spacious, state-of-the-art fitness club invite guests to stay active 

between matches, while embracing Parisian elegance at its most effortless. 

From grandstands to guest experiences, these destinations celebrate sport as a true art of living.
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​
An emerald masterpiece from above: Kenmare Golf Club’s stunning fairways carved into the wild,​

majestic landscape of County Kerry, Ireland. Photo credit - Kenmare Golf Club 

Park Hotel Kenmare, County Kerry, Ireland - The Ultimate Ryder Cup Journey Meets Legendary Links 

Golf 

A golfing holiday to Ireland is always a good idea, but in 2027, it will be truly exceptional. The build-up to 

the 2027 Ryder Cup will make southwest Ireland one of the most exciting places in the world for golf. The 

tournament will take place at the spectacular Adare Manor Golf Course in County Limerick from September 

17 – 19, 2027, just two hours from the elegant Park Hotel Kenmare. 

For discerning golfers visiting the event, County Kerry offers some of Ireland’s most iconic courses. A stay at 

Park Hotel Kenmare, holder of two Michelin Keys and a proud member of Relais & Châteaux, allows guests to 

combine the thrill of watching world-class golf with playing legendary links along the Wild Atlantic Way, 

while enjoying the charm and character of the heritage town of Kenmare. 

Renowned courses such as Tralee Golf Club, Ballybunion Golf Club, Waterville Golf Links, and Old Head Golf 

Club are all within easy reach of the hotel, offering unforgettable rounds beside the Atlantic Ocean, 

dramatic landscapes, challenging links, and authentic Irish hospitality at every turn. 

For Ryder Cup availability, connect with us, and we’ll put you in touch with the right person.  
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News from the Middle East 

​
Blending world-class sport with Israel’s rich heritage and natural beauty: Elite cycling events​

along the Mediterranean coast transform the country into a dynamic global stage. 

TRAVEX, Israel and Jordan - Where True Luxury Lies in How You Experience the Energy of the Crowd  

In Israel, sport is more than a game; it’s a vibrant expression of culture, community, and national pride. 

From the electric atmosphere of international football matches in Tel Aviv to the prestige of the Jerusalem 

Winner Marathon and elite sailing and cycling events along the Mediterranean coast, major sporting 

moments transform the country into a dynamic global stage. 

For luxury travelers, these occasions offer an opportunity to experience Israel at its most spirited—without 

compromising on comfort or exclusivity. Imagine premium seating at a high-profile match, private transfers 

with VIP assistance, and behind-the-scenes access all seamlessly arranged. Pair the thrill of the grandstand 

with a privately guided exploration of Jerusalem’s Old City, a chef-led culinary experience in Tel Aviv, or a 

sunset helicopter flight over the desert en route to a secluded luxury retreat. 

TRAVEX designs journeys that anticipate the heightened demand surrounding major events while elevating 

every detail. Their local expertise ensures privileged access, refined hospitality, and bespoke itineraries that 

blend world-class sport with Israel’s rich heritage, innovation, and natural beauty. 
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News from the United Kingdom 

​
The perfect post-match tradition: trading the grandstands of Lord’s for evening cocktails on the newly opened Stanley’s Rooftop. 

The Chesterfield Mayfair, London, England - Cricket at Lord’s: Tradition, Prestige & Timeless British 

Style 

Synonymous with sporting heritage, Lord’s Cricket Ground is the ultimate pilgrimage for cricket enthusiasts. 

Perfectly positioned in the heart of Mayfair, The Chesterfield Mayfair offers refined British elegance paired 

with seamless access to one of sport’s most revered venues. 

Guests staying at The Chesterfield during major cricket fixtures enjoy tailored itineraries including premium 

match tickets, private transfers to Lord’s, and insider access arranged by the hotel’s expert concierge team. 

Pre-match breakfasts, post-play afternoon tea, and evening cocktails in the hotel’s award-winning Sem’s Bar, 

or newly opened Stanley’s Rooftop, provide moments of indulgence throughout the day. 

Beyond the boundary ropes, The Chesterfield opens the door to London’s finest shopping, dining, and 

cultural highlights, from Bond Street boutiques to private gallery visits and West End theatre. For those 

seeking elevated experiences, private dining events, whisky tastings, or intimate cricket-themed dinners can 

be curated to transform a match into a fully immersive London escape. 

Classic comfort, impeccable service, and discreet luxury make The Chesterfield Mayfair the definitive 

address for cricket lovers, offering a refined blend of sporting tradition and quintessential British hospitality. 
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​
Centre Court style meets Kensington elegance. A timeless portrait celebrating​

the greatest grass-court event, only at The Milestone. 

The Milestone Hotel & Residences, London, England – Wimbledon: Centre Court Living 

Few sporting events capture the imagination quite like Wimbledon. For guests seeking the ultimate blend of 

heritage, privilege, and proximity, The Milestone Hotel & Residences offers an unrivaled base overlooking 

Kensington Palace Gardens, just moments from London’s most iconic attractions and within easy reach of 

the All England Lawn Tennis Club. 

During Wimbledon, The Milestone becomes a sanctuary of refined calm after thrilling days courtside. Guests 

can expect seamless concierge access to sought-after tickets, private transfers to and from the grounds, and 

bespoke itineraries tailored around match schedules, dining reservations, and exclusive experiences. 

Mornings begin with indulgent breakfasts, while evenings invite guests to unwind with champagne cocktails 

in the intimate Stables Bar or private dining in the intimate Oratory or Hideaway. 

For those wanting to extend the experience, The Milestone curates behind-the-scenes moments, from 

museum tours and royal park picnics to VIP retail appointments and cultural encounters across London. 

Elegant suites, discreet service, and deeply personalized hospitality ensure that every stay is as memorable 

as the matches themselves, delivering a truly world-class Wimbledon experience. 
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