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It's Official! The Goring Named Best Hotel in London
and Other News From Our Exceptional Clients

I am so proud to announce that The Goring was named "City Centre Hotel of the Year" by its peers
in the "Hoteliers' Hotels Top 100 List". Judges were members of Pride of Britain Hotels, Relais &
Chateaux, Master Innholders, and other industry leaders who understand the exceptional level of
detail that goes into ensuring that every guest has a perfect stay.

You can see me below with John Andrews, The Goring's head concierge, and Harry, one of the
footmen, spreading the good news at Virtuoso Travel Week in Las Vegas two weeks ago.

This award is particularly significant because judges could not vote for their own property or other
hotels in their company's collection. Results were verified by some of the nation’s pre-eminent




hotel experts, including hotel journalist Fiona Duncan, Giovanna Grossi and fellow AA hotel
inspectors, and senior editors at The Caterer.

Calcot in the Cotswolds was named the United Kingdom's "Family Hotel of The Year", a well-
deserved recognition. Four other Rebecca Recommends clients also made the prestigious list,
including two National Trust properties: Hartwell House in Buckinghamshire, 40 miles from London,
and Bodysgallen Hall in North Wales. Barnsley House in the Cotswolds and G&V Royal Mile Hotel
Edinburgh were also named.

Well done, everyone! If your clients haven't yet experienced any of these top-ranked properties,
this is a good time to consider a stay.

| have other exciting news this month. Resplendent Ceylon is offering a sneak preview of its Wild
Coast Tented Lodge Yala, due to open May 2017 in southeastern Sri Lanka. Yala has the highest
concentration of leopards anywhere in the world! (They also have a special offer through
November for clients who want to try Tea Trails or Cape Weligama.)

G&V is launching a brand new £1 million bar and lobby redevelopment called The Epicurean, and
Castle Leslie Estate is offering the entire castle to a private group who would like to celebrate
Christmas in splendid style. It is available three nights -- December 24 - 26th.

My philosophy is to represent independently
owned hotels and destination management
companies that are "the best of the best".
They continue to exceed my expectations,
which makes my job the easiest in the world.

Please feel free to contact me or any of the
Rebecca Recommends team if we can assist
you and your clients. We love to hear from
you.

Very best wishes,

b
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vip@r-recommends.com
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2017 Wimbledon Tickets Now Available From OTUK

After a smashing year of tennis, Original Travel United Kingdom can’t wait for next summer. It is

already offering Wimbledon tickets for 2017, and prices are attractive with the pound at a 30-year
low versus the dollar. Debenture seats -- the finest tickets on Centre and Number One Courts, and
the only ones available in advance -- start as low as £920.00 for a pair of tickets.

The team at OTUK can put together a quintessentially British experience, where guests enjoy
Pimm's and strawberries from their seats at the world’s oldest and most famous lawn tennis
tournament.

OTUK can organize all aspects of your clients' trip, including drivers to whisk them smoothly to and
from the tournament, leaving them only to worry about who will win the Grand Slam tournament.
The team can also assist with any last-minute trips to take advantage of the great exchange rates.
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The Nare Inhabits The Land of Poldark

Starring Irish heartthrob Aidan Turner, Poldark Season 2 premieres on PBS with a two-hour episode
on Sunday, September 25th, 2016 at 8 PM EST/7 PM CST. The show was filmed on location in
Charlestown, Cornwall, just twenty minutes from The Nare, Cornwall's top luxury hotel. The main
character, Ross Poldark, is a British Army officer who returns from the American Revolutionary War
to his home in Cornwall only to find that his fiancée believed him dead and is about to marry his
cousin.

Cornwall is England’s rugged southwestern tip, encompassing wild moorland and hundreds of sandy
beaches, culminating at the famous promontory Land’s End. With tales of shipwrecks and
smugglers, Cornwall is steeped in mystery, and Tintagel Castle on the North Coast is the legendary
birthplace of King Arthur.

The Nare is the perfect place to stay in Cornwall, with its beautifully decorated rooms, stunning
sea views, an indoor and an outdoor swimming pool, tennis courts, a spa, croquet lawn, billiards
room and hot tub overlooking a perfect Cornish beach.



Accolades for The Goring -- And A New Fitness Room!

Along with being named "City Centre Hotel of The Year" by other hoteliers, The Goring has received
so many accolades lately. Brian Clivaz, one of London's top restaurateurs (and CEO of the new
private Devonshire Club in the financial district) said The Goring is his favorite hotel in London
because "the staff are tremendous, the food is excellent, and the bedrooms have that
quintessential English good taste."”

The Sunday Post revealed why The Goring is the Royal Family's home away from home. The
Independent raved about its summertime Gin Garden. The London Evening Standard praised The
Dining Room with its Michelin star. It is just what you would expect from the only hotel in London
with a Royal Warrant from Her Majesty The Queen.

The Goring recently added a 24-hour fitness room featuring a Technogym treadmill, elliptical cross-
trainer and seated recline exercise bike, all equipped with smart screens for streaming content and
listening to music. The fitness room also offers free weights for strength-training and yoga mats for
flexibility, along with bottled mineral water and fresh fruit.

This new fitness room is the perfect complement to the many jogging tracks in neighboring St
James’s and Green Park. The Goring still offers complimentary access to a very exclusive gym just
a five-minute taxi ride away, but guests now have the convenience of a place to work out right on
premises.



The Goring's current promotions include Three Nights For Two and a Dine And Stay overnight
package that includes a three-course dinner in The Dining Room.

Tailor-Make Your Break at Middlethorpe Hall Near York

Middlethorpe Hall, a National Trust hotel, is a 17th century William and Mary country house
standing in 20 acres of manicured gardens and parkland just ten minutes from the medieval city of
York. With its 13th-century defensive walls (the longest and best preserved in England), narrow
streets, gothic cathedrals and antiquarian bookshops, York is an outstanding destination.

Visitors can explore York's Roman, Viking, and medieval heritage plus a wealth of attractions like
the iconic York Minster — the largest medieval gothic cathedral in Northern Europe and a treasure
house of over 800 years of stained glass.

Clients can experience Middlethorpe Hall and its surroundings with Tailor-Make Your Break, from
£139 per person per night. It includes a £43 per person credit toward a three-course dinner, early
morning tea, use of the spa, overnight parking and the guests' choice of one delicious extra, such as
chilled Piper Heidsieck in the room or a 25-minute Decleor Aroma Back treatment for two. The
accommodations portion of the package is commissionable.




A Garden View at Barnsley Spa & Skincare Centre

Part of The Calcot Collection in the Cotswolds, Barnsley House recently made improvements to its
Barnsley Spa & Skincare Centre. It added a brand new steam room with a photo of a garden scene
running around it, creating the sense of peeping out at the famous garden Rosemary Verey created
at Barnsley House. Outside, a new outdoor fire and seating area gives guests a new way to enjoy
the Cotswolds landscape.

There are new treatments at the spa, as well. Sister hotel Calcot introduced Elemis BIOTEC facials
and body treatments last autumn, and now they have arrived at Barnsley Spa. Elemis is an award-
winning British brand, and BIOTEC is its highly active skincare line that increases cell energy for
optimum skin function.



Oddfellows’ New Restaurant Gallops Onto the Dining Scene

Daniel Beech will be head chef of an ambitious new dining venue opening in December as part of
the new luxury hotel Oddfellows On The Park. It will be located in the historic Bruntwood Hall in
Cheadle, just outside Manchester.

The Galloping Major is named for Major James Platt, the second inhabitant of historic Bruntwood
Hall. Platt created the equestrian stud farm on the estate which is now Bruntwood Park, and
added the enormously expensive ballroom where the restaurant will be located.

Oddfellows On The Park is a 22-bedroom boutique hotel developed by Oddfellows Hotels, which is
inspired by the history of the building and location in all its property restorations. Cheekily, the



hotel also has a Bridle Suite and a bar called The Stud Room.

Beech joins from the Michelin-starred kitchens of Simon Radley at The Chester Grosvenor. Beech
was personally trained by Radley from the age of 16, becoming Radley’s youngest sous chef ever at
the age of 22. Now 24, Beech hopes to have a significant impact on the culinary scene in
Manchester, as did his noteworthy predecessors from The Chester Grosvenor’s kitchens, including
Paul Hollywood, Adam Reid (The French) and Aiden Byrne (Manchester House).

Hartwell House's Autumn Glory Break

Hartwell House and its 92 acres of grounds is perfect for the turning of the seasons. Guests can
enjoy walks, visit nearby properties such as Waddesdon Manor or Stowe Landscape Gardens, shop
for Christmas presents at Bicester Village or just relax and make the most of the Hartwell Spa.

Overnight rates for the Autumn Glory Break start from £330.00 (weekdays) and includes breakfast,
an additional allowance of £100.00 towards food. A Friday or Saturday stay is from £360.00 per
night. The package is available from October 1st through November 30th.



Hartwell House has a remarkable history, stretching back almost a thousand years. Restorations in
recent years include fireplaces, a dining room in the manner of Sir John Soane and a Gothic setting
for the original features of the Staircase Hall. The gardens and park have also been extensively
restored and some garden buildings and ornaments have been moved to their original positions.

The new bike shed at Calcot.

Calcot Named The United Kingdom's Best Family Hotel

It's no wonder that Calcot was recently named the UK's "Family Hotel of the Year" by other
hoteliers. Located along the sweeping lanes and gentle hills of the South Cotswolds, Calcot is
geared towards families, from special rooms for kids and families to all the activities available.

It recently mapped out a bicycling route that links the three sister hotels of The Calcot Collection.
Equipped with a Garmin GPS device and a packed lunch or energy snacks, guests make "pit stops” at
Barnsley House and The Painswick before returning to Calcot, with an hour between each property.
It even has a new bike shed created from an outbuilding that once stored grain.

Calcot runs the restaurant at Westonbirth, The National Arboretum, located just three miles down
the road. It recently opened a 1,000 foot-long tree-top canopy walkway that rises on gentle
inclines to a height of 43 feet for spectacular views across the arboretum’s landscape.



More family activities include a mini-football pitch, assault course, woodland gymnasium, nature
trail, pirate play ship, clay pigeon shooting, tennis, swimming, Segway rides and disc golf. There
are dedicated times for younger guests in the heated indoor pool at Calcot Spa.

So parents can have private time and a lovely dinner, Calcot has an Ofsted-registered créche for
smaller children and a well-equipped hangout for children eight-years and older. It offers baby-
listening and can arrange baby-sitters. When it's time to rest, the family rooms are large, and
many have children's separate bedrooms.

Great Garden Package From Historic Great Fosters

Built in 1550 as a royal hunting lodge, Great Fosters is famous for its stunning formal gardens,
complete with topiary, Saxon moat and a private lake. Now it's celebrating The Year of The English
Garden with a special garden package. Guests can enjoy a luxury one-night stay with full English
breakfast, and a picnic-for-two to enjoy at The Savill Garden -- tickets included.

The Savill Garden is considered one of England's greatest ornamental gardens, created by Sir Eric
Savill in the 1930s. It is part of Windsor Great Park, the 4,800-acre Royal Park next to Windsor



Castle -- and just ten minutes away from Great Fosters. Rates for this package (which includes
Pimm's on The Terrace) start at £209 per couple in a standard double room or £259 in an executive
room or junior suite.

Great Fosters is a Grade One listed building set amongst 50 acres of gardens and parkland in

Egham, Surrey. Immaculately preserved, this stately historic monument boasts an enviable location
close to Heathrow, the M25 and M4 and near Windsor, Wentworth, Staines and Virginia Water.

SCOTLAND

Aldourie Castle's Luxury House Party

Aldourie Castle in Scotland has put together an experience to suit any family or group stay -- the
Luxury House Party. It is perfect for a multi-generational holiday or a group of friends who might
like a getaway in a private castle next to majestic Loch Ness.

Aldourie is a unique experience, an extremely welcoming 500-acre property where guests feel at
home within minutes. They can relax in four-poster bedrooms, dine on the finest Scottish cuisine
and enjoy activities that cater to both adults and children. Aldourie Castle's hospitality team can
organize anything inside the castle or both on and off the estate.



Aldourie Castle is also excellent for Luxury Corporate Retreats and private celebrations, including
exclusive group accommodation during Christmas and New Year, when the house is seasonally
decorated.
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Cucina at G&V has a stylish new look.

G&V Updates Cucina; Plans New Bar & Lobby

The only five-star hotel on the historic Royal Mile in the Scottish capital of Edinburgh, G&V has lots
of news. Its award-winning Italian restaurant, Cucina, just had a serious update from Glaswegian
textiles and wallpaper designer Timorous Beasties. It has a new buffet breakfast with local hand-
pressed organic cheeses, artisanal breads from Edinburgh bakery Arbroath Smokies and honey
provided by G&V's own bees -- all 180,000 of them. G&V is the first hotel in Scotland to have its
own beehives!

In October, a brand new £1 million bar and lobby redevelopment will debut. The Epicurean will
feature all day-dining with Mediterranean snacks and Scotland’s first and only EvoGro Plant
Growing System so the bar can add fresh herbs and spices to cocktails and food dishes. The cocktail
menu takes guests on a Scotsman'’s journey of Botanical Europe, and the extensive mocktail list is
made with hand-pressed juices.

A new G&V shop in the lobby will offer home-grown herbal teas, coffees, cakes, pastries and a
small selection of sandwiches and snacks. Edinburgh’s premier florist, Snapdragon, will sell fresh
flowers and offer floral arranging master classes.



Drive The North Coast 500 and Stay at The Torridon

One of the great drives of Western Europe, the new North Coast 500 (NC500) route circumnavigates
the northern Highlands of Scotland with its magnificent mountain scenery, stunning sea lochs and
beautiful empty beaches. The Torridon is right on the route and offers a great base for exploring
the best of the Scottish Highlands.

Officially the drive begins in Inverness, capital of the Highlands, then heads west towards Kyle of
Lochalsh, up the scenic west coast to Durness and across the most northerly stretch to John
0O’Groats before returning back to Inverness, covering a total of 500 miles.

A beguiling combination of luxury hotel, traditional inn, top class restaurant and activity centre,
The Torridon welcomes weary travelers with afternoon tea beside a roaring fire and sends them
back out on their way a few days later, refreshed and properly pampered.

Nearby, they can explore the magnificent Dunrobin Castle, the National Trust-owned Inverse
Gardens and the great untamed playground of Wester Ross. The Torridon activities team can
arrange a climb of the nearest munro (a mountain over 3,000 feet), kayaking across a sea loch,
trekking in search of local wildlife or mountain biking along rugged Highland trails.



Bodysgallen Hall & Spa Celebrates Its 35th Anniversary As A Hotel

Bodysgallen Hall & Spa, the jewel of North Wales and a National Trust property, is celebrating the
35th Anniversary of its opening as a hotel. Set on over 200 acres of parkland, this 17th-century
country house hotel is the perfect base for exploring the many wonders of North Wales, including
World Heritage castles, National Trust properties, Snowdonia National Park and heritage steam
engines.

Bodysgallen's Escape to the Country two-night break starts at £260 per room per night, with a full
Welsh breakfast, unlimited use of the Bodysgallen Spa and an allowance of £43 per person towards
dinner in its fine-dining restaurant. The rate is available through October 31st, excluding Bank
Holidays.
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Castle Leslie Available For Christmas (And Romance)

Nestled on 1,000 acres of Irish countryside, Castle Leslie Estate has been in the Leslie family for
over 300 years. In a break from tradition, the Leslie family will not be in residence over Christmas
so the castle will be available to a private party for exclusive use the nights of December 24th,
25th and 26th. The castle has 20 bedrooms (for up to 40 people) and will enjoy full Irish breakfast,
lunch and dinner for a daily rate of €15,000 (two nights minimum).

A mere 80 minutes from Dublin airport, Castle Leslie Estate offers an intimate atmosphere, old-
world elegance and the ability to make one lose all sense of time and space. A break on the estate
can be as action-packed or relaxed as you want it to be. Activities include pike fishing, a private
cinema, exceptional walking trails, kayaking, clay pigeon shooting, hot air balloon rides, falconry,
a fabulous spa and the famous world-class equestrian center.

For couples, The Romantic Getaway is a year-round package that includes an overnight stay with a
bottle of chilled bubbly and chocolates upon arrival, a hot towel shave for him and an Eminence
facial for her, an intimate four-course candlelit dinner, and a full Irish breakfast.




USA

Discover New York And Beyond Debuts Insider Access Weekends

Insider Access Weekends in New York City from Discover New York And Beyond give travel advisors
the opportunity to create their own customized packages around popular themes like shopping, the
arts and exploring food. The weekends are hosted by knowledgeable guides who deliver insider
access with visits to wholesale showrooms not open to the public, private rehearsal studio
experiences at Broadway theatres and food destinations only insiders know about.

The hosted weekend programs are:

NYC Girl’s Getaway Weekends

NYC Shopping Weekend New York Style

NYC’s Art Scene: Off the Beaten Track

NYC’s Entertainment: Broadway, TV & Movies

NYC’s Culinary Capital for Foodies

NYC Weekends for Grandparents & Grandchildren: Look Up!

All you need is to put together a group of at least two guests, determine your mark-up, and find a
hotel that offers the price and experience your clients prefer. A country club group might want
individual suites at the Mandarin-Oriental, while a group of friends might ask for quad-rooms at The
Sheraton New York Times Square.

The programs start Thursday night with a welcome dinner and go through Sunday brunch. The
programs are offered net; for pricing and more information on the itineraries, contact Discover
New York and Beyond.



All of the programs can be used to start a conversation with clients. If they wish to change
anything, Discover New York & Beyond is very happy to do that and price the program accordingly.

Decouvertes Partners With Chateaux & Hotels Collection

Decouvertes, the leading luxury destination management company in France, has agreed to
promote Chateaux & Hotels Collection, a collection of nearly 500 boutique hotels, primarily in
France.

Decouvertes will market to its database of travel advisors, letting them know that when they book
directly on Chateauxhotels.com, they receive a 10% commission on the best available rate, special
amenities such as breakfast for two, upgrades upon arrival as available and additional amenities in
select hotels.

One of the world's greatest chefs, Alain Ducasse is Chateaux & Hotels Collection's president and
majority shareholder through Alain Ducasse Enterprise. He also owns several member properties.
Chateaux & Hotels Collection also has a group of 260 “tables de la collection,” properties with
restaurants that promote fine dining with a committment to transparency and regional products.
For more information about the booking process, contact Decouvertes.



Five Nights For Four In New Zealand's North Island

Southern Crossings, the leading bespoke destination management company for New Zealand,
Australia and the South Pacific, has created an exclusive "Fall Into Spring” package to appeal to the
American market. When your clients reserve two nights at The Lodge at Kauri Cliffs in the Bay of
Islands and two nights at The Farm at Cape Kidnappers in Hawke's Bay, they receive a fifth night
complimentary at the lodge of their choice.

This five-night North Island package affords guests ample time to enjoy the truly memorable lodge
experiences that await at both of these stunning world-class properties. The package includes a
complimentary tour of the 6,000 acre working sheep and cattle station at Cape Kidnappers, as well
as a land-based fishing excursion from one of three private beaches at Kauri Cliffs.

Rates include daily pre-dinner drinks and canapés, dinner, full breakfast and a complimentary non-
alcoholic mini-bar. This package is available until November 14, 2016, and subject to availability
at time of booking.

Other property news from Southern Crossings: the iconic Huka Lodge in Taupo was rated third best
hotel in the world in Travel + Leisure’s annual World’s Best Awards. Also, Andrew Harper’s
Hideaway Report gave Edenhouse in Nelson a 97% rating, the highest ever in its assessments of New
Zealand luxury accommodations.



Robert Redford Visits Blanket Bay While Filming

While filming Pete's Dragon, a Disney movie that is currently in theaters, Robert Redford dined at
Blanket Bay, world famous for its breath-taking scenery and award-winning cuisine. "Making the
film was one thing, but experiencing New Zealand outside the film was another and | really loved
it," says Redford. "It was a very attractive place to be."

Located on the northern end of Lake Wakatipu near Queenstown, Blanket Bay offers the Real Five
Night Treat package to give guests time to fully explore the area. Flight-seeing over the World
Heritage Fiordland National Park and Milford Sound is one of the most popular things to do.

The country’s best hiking can be found on the Routeburn or Milford Tracks, plus there is fly-fishing,
heli-skiing, jet-boating, kayaking, 4WD tours, horse riding, art trails, vineyards, and numerous
international standard golf courses around Queenstown.



Added-Value Stays at Longitude 131 and Southern Ocean Lodge

Southern Crossings is excited to release an offer which rewards guests with exclusive extras when
they stay three nights at Longitude 131 in the "Red Heart of Australia” and three nights at Southern
Ocean Lodge on Kangaroo Island, within a single itinerary.

Longitude 131 Extras:

10% discount on nightly rates

Extra guided Uluru base walk (in addition to signature experiences)
Field of Light art installation at dusk

scenic 15-minute helicopter flight to view Uluru

Southern Ocean Lodge Extras:

e 10% discount on nightly rates

e complimentary upgrade to the next suite category at time of booking

e $50 Southern Spa credit per suite for use toward a spa treatment

o $50 bespoke experience credit per suite, for use towards an adventure of choice

Longitude 131 has already added expansive balconies, complete with plush daybed and fireplace,
giving guests the option to sleep under the stars. The lodge will close from April 1 - July 31 2017,

to create more enhancements, including a new premium suite offering dual views of Uluru and Kata
Tjuta. There will also be a major redevelopment of the central Dune House and the creation of a
signature spa facility.



This offer is valid until March 31, 2017, excluding the holiday period from December 18, 2016 to
January 8, 2017.

INDIA & NEPAL

Vivian Peres of Ventours at Meghauli Serai in Chitwan National Park.

Ventours Working With New Luxury Properties in Nepal & Goa

A leading luxury destination management company for India, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Tibet,
Ventours is always looking for new properties it can personally recommend for discerning travelers,
and Meghauli Serai hit the mark.

Ventours Director Vivian Peres recently visited the new luxury jungle lodge in The Chitwan National
Park, which boasts the magnificent one-horned rhinocerous, tigers, leopards, sloth bears, rich bird
life and a host of other creatures. This is the first time Taj Safaris has expanded their footprint
outside the tiger heartland in Central India to another country.



Set on the Rapti river, Meghauli Serai is a serene getaway with thrilling wildlife encounters by day
and nights full of carefully planned surprises. The forested hills and changing river landscapes
make Chitwan one of the most stunning parts of Nepal’s lowlands, with the Himalayas as a
dramatic backdrop.

Clients can experience Taj Safaris' legendary hospitality with bush dinners around a crackling fire,
sundowners in the wilderness, and romantic baths and massages after a day spent in the great
outdoor with a dedicated nature guide.

Ventours is also looking forward to W Hotels' first hotel in India (below), set to open October 2016
on Vagatore Beach in North Goa. Spread across 21 acres overlooking the Arabian Sea, W Goa will
have 160 boldly decorated guest rooms, suites, chalets and villas along with a WET pool and deck,
interesting food & beverage, and a 12,000-sq. ft. spa.

Once a hippie hangout, Vagatore Beach has become one of Goa's most exciting and vibrant
destinations.

W Hotels' first hotel in India opens in Goa in October.

SRI LANKA



The site of Resplendent Ceylon's luxury camp in leopard country.

Wild Coast Tented Lodge Yala & Other Resplendent Ceylon News

Resplendent Ceylon owns the only two Relais & Chateau properties in Sri Lanka: Tea Trails in the
lush green highlands, and luxury beach resort Cape Weligama on the southwestern tip of the island
near Galle.

Next up is the Wild Coast Tented Lodge Yala, due to open in May 2017 near the greatest
concentration of leopards anywhere in the world. Its 28 tented suites on a pristine beach will offer
the comfort of a luxury hotel with the excitement of a safari-style wilderness experience. We
invite you to take a sneak preview.

There are so many developments at Cape Weligama, located near Galle on the southwestern coast.
It is developing a new spa with four treatment rooms offering tea-based treatments from the
THEMAE Paris. This French spa has developed Complexe des 4 Thés® (4 Teas Elixir), which blends
antioxidant green tea, regenerating white tea, soothing red tea and stimulating black tea with pure
spring water to deliver a beneficial effect to the skin.

Cape Weligama is also introducing an Ayurveda Taster program with its neighbours on the beach,
Barberyn Resort, a long established family business known for the quality of its programs. Ayurveda
is the ancient "science of life" that promotes good health. Guests choose three, five or seven day



programs, staying at Cape Weligama and walking across to Barberyn for a 10am-4pm daily
Ayurvedic program.

In the meantime, guests experience the wonders of Sri Lanka with the Pay 4 and Stay 5 advance
purchase offer at Cape Weligama & Ceylon Tea Trails. It is available to guests who book before
September 15th for stays from September 1 through November 30th, 2016.
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