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Dinner on the beach at the newly opened Wild Coast Tented Lodge in Yala National Park, near the world's
largest concentration of leopards.  Photo used by permission of Resplendent Ceylon.
 
Dear Friends,
 
Our team is captivated by Sri Lanka – its white-sand beaches, fantastic train journeys, famous
tea, ancient ruins and welcoming nature. So it was with much excitement and anticipation that
our vice president, Carla Malachowski, joined a recent FAM trip organized through Ventours
and Resplendent Ceylon. 

There is simply so much to explore in such a small space – the island boasts eight UNESCO
World Heritage Sites, legendary temples, colonial fortresses and multitudes of elephants and
leopards. It’s a rare blend of beach, culture and wildlife, all in one journey.
 
Nowhere does the personality of this irresistible island shine through more than in Resplendent
Ceylon’s three small luxury resorts–Tea Trails, Cape Weligama, and Wild Coast Tented Lodge –
the only Relais & Châteaux properties in the country and the highlights of this FAM trip.
 
The resorts are quickly connected by float plane, helicopter or scenic car journeys to create a
Tea, Sea
& Safari circuit so that discriminating travelers can sample a range of authentic cultural
experiences. It’s 
a show-stopping way to witness the island's beauty, vibrant culture, flavorful cuisine and
spectacular
wildlife all in one trip.
 
For those who may have some concern about visiting other Asian countries, Sri Lanka is
a wonderful choice. It’s clean and friendly, there is fantastic seafood and delicious fruit, thanks
to its tropical location, and 
there’s ample shopping, active travel opportunities 
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and more. It’s among our top choices for families,
honeymooners, history buffs and wildlife lovers. 
 
Our FAM group was thrilled to be among the first to
experience Wild Coast Tented Lodge, set on a white
sand beach in Yala National Park, which boasts the
largest concentration of leopards in the world. 
 
A dream team of Dutch, English and Sri Lankan

 designers worked tirelessly to create cocoon-like
structures that offer every creature comfort and yet meld
seamlessly into their natural environment, as you can see
from the photo above. For daydreaming and truly
escaping – you simply must go.
 
Even though Wild Coast Tented Lodge just opened, the
accolades are already pouring in. Writing for "How to
Spend It", the glossy and glamorous weekend
supplement for the Financial Times UK, travel writer
Charlotte Sinclair praised the beguiling location, "a
stretch of palm-shaded coast that breathes with that
numinous quality people who traveled to Kerala or Goa, Tulum or Bali 30 years ago speak of
with such wistful longing." On safari, she spots her first leopard within 15 minutes.
 
"This year's hottest new safari camp is not in the savannahs of Kenya, or the deltas of
Botswana, or even the tiger territories of Northern India," gushed Condé Nast Traveller
UK. "It's on a beach, where palm trees sway and the soundtrack is the surf pounding the sand.
There's nowhere smarter in this national park to lay your head."
 
There’s more on the horizon for the superlative team at
Resplendent Ceylon. Their next project, Sigiriya Resort,
is near its stunning namesake archaeological site and
convenient to Sri Lanka’s elephant-rich national parks. 
 
Resplendent Ceylon has just the touch to make Sri
Lanka sing, to bring alive its 2,000-year-old history
and to indulge well-heeled travelers with sumptuous
accommodations at every turn. For more information
on their properties, Ventours or any of our clients,
please be in touch. We love to hear from you. 
 
Fondly,

 
vip@r-recommends.com
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An aerial view of Wild Coast Tented Lodge Yala, called "this year's hottest new safari camp" by Condé Nast
Traveller UK.  Photo used by permission of Resplendent Ceylon.
 

Sri Lanka, Island of Surprises 
 

With venerable guides like Ventours and Resplendent Ceylon you know you’re in for a
serendipitous journey – and when your destination is dreamy Sri Lanka, you know there are
countless happy surprises to come.
 
This teardrop-shaped island is the southernmost point of mainland Asia, with a rich and storied
history. It’s here that the world’s earliest travelers took respite while awaiting favorable trade
winds for sailing. It’s here that Buddhism took root some 2,300 years ago, leaving ruins of
ancient Buddhist cities, temples and caves. And it’s here that trade flourished between the
Roman empire and the wealth of Imperial China. 
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Resplendent's Ceylon next resort is scheduled to open in late 2018 near Sirigiya, an ancient Buddhist fortress
atop a rock outcropping. Photo used by permission of Pixabay.
 
The group arrived – jet-lagged, but with much anticipation – in Colombo, where they were
whisked away to the iconic Galle Face Hotel, one of the oldest hotels east of the Suez and
sitting right along Colombo’s seafront. The city beckoned that afternoon, as the group headed
off with their knowledgeable Ventours guide for a drive to take in the highlights, followed by
dinner and drinks at Gallery Café. This iconic eatery was once occupied by esteemed Asian
architect Geoffrey Bawa – a name that came up often during the visit.
 
Among the Colombo highlights: Site visits to Maniumpathy, a stately heritage home with a
traditional Sri Lanka ambience, and the lovely Uga Residence on Park Street, a former
landmark mansion, now boutique hotel. With just eleven suites, Uga offers an intimate
ambience and welcome retreat from the bustle of the city and has welcomed British governors,
Indian Maharajas, European nobility and the cognoscenti of Ceylon.
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The World Heritage Site of Polonnaruwa is a Buddhist city dating to the 10th century.
Photo used by permission of Lindsay Cope.
 
A quick, half-hour charter flight found the group the next morning at Sigiriya, where they were
immersed in the island’s ancient capitals, all of which are World Heritage Sites. First, a climb
up the dramatic and enigmatic rocky fortress that is Sigiriya itself. It’s really quite spellbinding
to look across the central plains see the near-vertical walls of the outcrop rise toward the
heavens. Climbing, one takes in former water gardens, cave shrines and remarkable frescoes.
Atop, you’re invited to wander through the ruins of what is believed to be the ancient Kassapa
civilization. 
 
Ventours had arranged for two nights at Vil Uyana, an eco-resort with thatched-roof bungalows
perched over the reeds of a manmade lake and paddy fields. Nearby, the ancient capital and
World Heritage Site Polonnaruwa dates to the 10th century AD and is a major archeological
site. There are multitudes of treasures to explore and centuries-old structures – temples, tombs
and stupas. The Quadrangle, Gal Vihare complex, Royal Palace and Audience Hall speak to Sri
Lanka’s past glories. More active travelers can rent a bike to explore the area at their leisure,
and head out on safari in search of elephants within the national parks.
 

Our group was thrilled by their elephant sightings on safari at Kaudulla National Park. 
Photo used by permission of Gavin Fernandes. 
 
Soon, guests will also be able to choose the exciting new Resplendent Ceylon property, Sigiriya
Resort. We look forward to experiencing its star architect design, 35 rooms and suites that will
be elevated to tree-top level to encompass the best water and mountain views and the longest
swimming pool in Sri Lanka. In addition to using this as a home base for Sigirya exploration
(made all the more interesting with the Historian in Residence), the resort is also perfectly
positioned for safaris.
 
The World Heritage Sites just kept coming, one of the most remarkable being the five cave
temples of Dambulla, filled with 153 statues of Buddhas and the cave painted with
beautiful frescoes. Back in the 1st century BC, King Valagam Bahu took refuge from invaders
in these very caves, and later turned them into rock temples. 
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The five mysterious and evocative cave temples of Dambulla are filled with 153 statues of the Buddha.
Photo used by permission of Lindsay Cope.
 
Then, on to Kandy. First, though, we stopped at a spice farm in Matale, where the group learned
about the various spices and were shown how they are grown and processed. After a hearty rice
and curry luncheon, they moved on to Kandy, the last bastion of Buddhist political power
against colonial invasion. This highland capital overlooks an artificial lake in a peaceful,
wooded valley and is a center for traditional Sri Lankan culture. 
 
Temple of the Tooth is the most iconic of Kandy’s sites, housing the Buddha’s Tooth relic,
brought to Sri Lanka during the reign of King Meghavarna. The relic itself is set within seven
caskets, each one inside the next – the outermost has the shape of a stupa and is adorned with
gold ornaments. There was time to explore Kandy’s local bazaars and famous batik and gem
stores and the striking Botanical Gardens before proceeding to the rail station to travel to Hatton
in tea country. 
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The traditional entertainments of fire-eating, fire-walking, drumming, acrobatics and dance can be seen in
Kandy. Photo used by permission of Lindsay Cope.
 
It’s a two-and-a-half-hour train journey to Hatton along a high hill country route that is
described as one of the world’s most picturesque, with verdant green countryside and plunging
waterfalls. After what felt like the blink of an eye, the group was at Tea Trails, the world’s first
tea bungalow resort. Resplendent Ceylon has curated an exclusive Tea Connoisseur’s getaway,
wherein guests will follow the entire process from leaf to cup.
 
One can begin at the lake-view Dunkeld Estate, then stay in the private Taylor Owner’s Cottage
in the midst of a tea field, enjoying a gourmet dinner with a local tea historian, savoring a
private tea experience with the resident tea planter and taking a memorable nighttime stroll
through the grounds – perhaps even glimpsing sleeping lizards, wild boar and jungle cats.
 
The group spent two glorious days here, providing ample time to take short hikes and bike
rides, chat with the tea pickers, visit an old factory and processing unit and otherwise soak up
the resort’s natural beauty and serenity. 
 

The pool at Dunkeld Bungalow, one of five restored colonial-era tea planter residences that make up Tea
Trails. Photo used by permission of Resplendent Ceylon.
 
Moving on from Tea Trails, the group boarded a seaplane for a flight down the southern coast to
Yala National Park, home to the highest concentration of leopards in Asia and Resplendent
Ceylon’s visionary Wild Coast Tented Lodge. Where else can one say they slept in a cocoon on
a deserted beach next to a jungle full of leopards? Indeed. When approached from the air, the
guest pods (gorgeous luxury tents), could be seen dotted throughout the property.
 
Though seemingly far removed from civilization, the amenities include four-poster beds, copper
bathtubs, teak floors, private plunge pools. This is anything but rustic. Days are spent on game
drives (perhaps with a surprise high tea in a beautiful national park setting), on the dreamy
white-sand beach and in the Sanctuary Spa enjoying spice-infused treatments – followed by
extravagant Malay-influenced dinners complete with rotisserie, barbeque, Indian bread and
meats from a tandoori oven and family-style spicy and savory plates. 
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Often elusive and difficult to track in Africa, leopards are a major attraction at Yala. 
Photo used by permission of Resplendent Ceylon.
 
And yet … Resplendent Ceylon had still more happy surprises. After our special pre-opening
visit to Wild Coast Tented Lodge, we drove the coastline to Cape Weligama in the quaint
seaside village of Weligama. Set above the crashing waves of the Indian Ocean, this Relais &
Châteaux property is a delightful home base for explorations of nearby Galle Fort.
 
A late-afternoon excursion to this World Heritage Site showcased the 400-year-old citadel that
still contains a living, breathing town, with historic houses displaying Dutch architecture and
pillared verandahs and active government offices. Within the rampart walls, there is laughter
and chatter, iconic landmarks, spice warehouses, the governor’s house and cricket fields. 
 

Just 30 minutes from Cape Weligama, Galle tells the story of Sri Lanka's strong Dutch and English influences,
and the shopping is excellent. Photo used by permission of James Mason-Hudson, Pixabay. 
 
The evening at Cape Weligama was the last night of this serendipitous Sri Lanka stay. The
group wined and dined in celebration of this captivating clifftop retreat and their consummate
hosts, our friends at Ventours and Resplendent Ceylon, the benchmark for small luxury
properties in Sri Lanka.
 
If your clients are interested in the many happy surprises Sri Lanka has to offer, we suggest
Resplendent Ceylon’s new Tea, Sea & Safari itinerary, which marries all three properties in one
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trip. This extraordinary circuit is quickly connected by seaplane, helicopter or scenic car
journey, affording guests the chance to experience the panoramic Ceylon tea region, the World
Heritage Central Highlands, Galle and Yala National Park.
 
The island is remarkably easy to get around, making it possible to see so much without
investing a long stretch of time. A gem of rain forest and beach, elephants and leopards, tea
plantations and colonial architecture....Sri Lanka awaits. 
 

The view from Cape Weligama's East Beach. Photo used by permission of Resplendent Ceylon.

 

 

        
 

rebecca-recommends.com
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